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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

The 10th edition of the SHSS Newsletter marks the end of 
the first half of the academic year 2025-2026 and high-
lights the remarkable achievements, activities, and contri-
butions of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
at the University of Nicosia. This edition showcases the 
dedication of faculty and students in advancing research, 
fostering international collaborations, and engaging in 
community-based projects.
	 This edition presents key activities, including pro-
gramme accreditations by CYQAA and HAHE, the 
expansion of the BSc Psychology programme to the 
UNIC Athens campus, and the results of the SHSS 2025 
elections, with new leadership appointments across the 
School and Departments.
	 The School’s Departments have been actively involved in 
impactful projects, such as the IBEQuA research initiative 
funded by the European Commission, and the ERAS-
MUS+ funded project Bridges by Mentors, through which 
seven students had the opportunity to receive specialised 
mentoring training in Bulgaria. Other highlights include 

participation in international conferences and festivals, 
student visits to companies and museums and the publi-
cation of the Zealos journal.
	 I would like to thank faculty and students who con-
tributed to this edition of the SHSS Newsletter. I remain 
hopeful that upon reading the contributions of our SHSS 
academic community, more colleagues will be inspired 
to share their experiences and achievements in the next 
editions of the Newsletter. This edition of the SHSS News-
letter is a testament to the School’s unwavering dedication 
to academic excellence, research innovation, and commu-
nity engagement. It serves as an inspiring record of the 
collective achievements of the SHSS community, which 
should be showcased and celebrated.
	 With best wishes for a healthy and prosperous New Year 
2026,

Professor Ioulia Papageorgi
SHSS Newsletter Editor
Associate Dean of School
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SHSS EXTERNAL EVALUATION VISITS
The Cyprus Agency of Quality Assurance and Accredita-
tion in Higher Education (CYQAA/ΔΙΠΑΕ) evaluates and 
accredits our School’s Departments and programmes on 
an ongoing basis. Below is a list of visits that took place 
after the summer holidays.
	 In September, the CYQAA External Evaluation Commit-
tee (EEC) assessed the BA Interior Design programme.
	 In October, the Department of Design and Multimedia 
was evaluated, along with the BA programmes in Graphic 
and Digital Design and in Interactive Media and Anima-
tion.
	 In December, the CYQAA EEC visited to evaluate the 
Department of Languages and Literature and its pro-
grammes, namely the BA in English Language and Litera-
ture and the MA in Teaching English to Speakers of Other 
Languages (TESOL).
	 We have been informed that the next CYQAA EEC visit 
is expected to take place in February 2026.
	 In September 2025, the Hellenic Authority for Higher 
Education (HAHE/ΕΘΑΑΕ) accredited the Distance 
Learning (DL) MA programme in Teaching Greek to 
Speakers of Other Languages (TGSOL). This joint degree 
is offered in collaboration with the University of Patras 
and the programme began immediately after the ac-
creditation process concluded. The programme was also 
accredited by the CYQAA during a separate visit.
	 Similarly, the joint DL MSc programme in Child and 
Adolescent Protection, which is offered in collaboration 
with the University of Patras, received its accreditation 
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report from HAHE in December 2025. The programme 
has already been evaluated and accredited by the CYQAA.
	 Finally, at the end of  September 2025, the Department 
of Social Sciences and the BSc in Psychology were eval-
uated by HAHE in Athens. Following accreditation, we 
began offering our BA in Psychology courses at our UNIC 
Athens campus (see p. 15).

SHSS 2025 ELECTIONS
Student elections for Department Council representatives 
took place in November 2025. Elections were also held for 
the positions of School Dean, Associate Dean and Head of 
Department. The results for the SHSS are shown below: 
SHSS Dean, Professor Ioulia Papageorgi | unopposed
SHSS Associate Dean, Professor Marios Constantinou
Head of the Department of Architecture 
Markella Menikou | unopposed
Head of the Department of Communications
Dr Nicos Philippou | unopposed
Head of the Department of Design and Multimedia
Professor Paschalis Paschalis | unopposed
Head of the Department of Languages and Literature
Professor Rossie Artemis | unopposed
Head of the Department of Social Sciences
Dr Marios Adonis | unopposed
Head of the Department of Theology
Professor Christos Economou | unopposed
Elections for Associate Heads of Department will follow 
shortly.
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FACULTY EVENTS AND ACTIVITIES

Dr Maria Christoforou
1. Art festival participant
Participation in the Sound Installation Festival “The Art 
of Noise”, organised by EKATE and funded by the Deputy 
Ministry of Culture, featuring the artwork “The Suitcase.”

	 “The Suitcase” is an art installation that explores im-
mersive storytelling. Combining emotional sound effects 
and music with narrative, it examines the burdens people 
carry, with a focus on women’s experiences. Adopting 
a feminist perspective, the piece suggests that many of 
these burdens, such as stereotypes, guilt and fears, arise 
from intergenerational trauma and entrenched patriarchal 
norms. The installation is dedicated to women who seek 
to empty their “suitcase,” freeing themselves from inherit-
ed constraints and disrupting the cycle.
	 By blending the voices of a mother and daughter, the 
installation encourages listeners to speak out and release 

the guilt and expectations that weigh them down. It fea-
tures an old suitcase illuminated by theatrical lights and 
accompanied by immersive storytelling, sound, and music 
designed to evoke empathetic emotions.

2. Students visit Wargaming 
BA in Interactive Media and Animation programme

On 1 December, students from the BIMA programme 
visited the Wargaming headquarters in Nicosia. This was 
organised as part of the Interactive Narrative course, 
taught by Dr Maria Christoforou. During the visit, the 
students attended engaging presentations, learned about 
internship opportunities and met with 2D and 3D artists. 

They also explored new trends in game experiences.
	 After the welcome meeting and tour of the offices, 
during which they explored the various departments, the 
students attended a series of short presentations:
	 – Elena Saloum, Early Careers Programme Manager, 
Topic: “Brief introduction to courses and internships”.
	 – Andreas Kyprianou, CRM Lead Manager, Topic: “Level 
up: Using CRM to improve player experience”.
	 – Alexander Yatsukevich, VFX Artist, Topic: “Art Profes-
sions in Game Development”.
	 – Andreas Stavrakis, 2D Artist and Paraskevas Constan-
tinou, 3D Artist, Topic: “Leveling up: How we went from 
students to full-time at Wargaming”.
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Professor Klimis Mastoridis
Visit to the Leventis Municipal Museum
As part of their History of Graphic Communication 
course, fourth-year Graphic and Digital Design students 
visited the Leventis Municipal Museum in the Old City. 
This visit gave them an invaluable opportunity to exam-
ine original printed artefacts, including books, maps and 
ephemera, first-hand. 
	 Working directly with historical material enables stu-
dents to develop a deeper understanding of scale, texture, 
typography and production methods, moving them 
beyond digital reproductions.
	 Handling printed artefacts encourages close observation 
and critical thinking, revealing design choices that often 
go unnoticed on screen and fostering an appreciation of 
printing as a material and cultural practice. 
	 The visit formed the basis of a structured assignment in 
which students were encouraged to ask questions, discuss 
and analyse graphic and typographic conventions within 
their historical context.
	 Through this process, they gained practical insight into 
the evolution of visual communication, while strengthen-
ing their analytical and research skills.

DESIGN AND MULTIMEDIA
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FACULTY EVENTS, PUBLICATIONS AND 
SCHOLARLY ACTIVITIES

Dr Antroulla Papakyriakou, Dr Agni Stylianou
A new project approved for the Department of Languages 
and Literature

The Department of Languages and Literature proudly 
announces the approval of a new research project with the 
title “An Inclusive Bilingual Education Quality Assurance 
Framework: Ensuring Quality CLIL for all/IBEQuA”.
	 The project has received funding from the European 
Commission (Cooperation partnerships in school edu-
cation, KA220-SCH, passing rate in 2025: only 11%). It 
began on 1 September 2025 and will conclude on 31Au-
gust 2028.
	 The proposal was submitted by the following institu-
tions: the University of Jaén (Spain – coordinating insti-
tution), the University of Nicosia (Cyprus), the University 
of Vienna (Austria), the University of Leiden (the Nether-
lands) and Örebro University (Sweden).
	 The consortium also includes associated schools from 
the five countries, as well as associated institutions from 
other European countries and beyond (e.g. Monash Uni-
versity in Australia, J-CLIL in Japan, ICBERG in the USA, 
CARLEE in Spain and GO! in Belgium). 
	 The project will be supported by a strong team of princi-
pal investigators in all countries: Prof. María Luisa Pérez 
Cañado, Dr Antroulla Papakyriakou, Prof. Christiane 
Dalton-Puffer, Dr Tessa Mearns and Ms Ida Anders-
son-Norie. 
	 IBEQuA's aim is to design and empirically validate the 
first European quality assurance framework for inclusive 
bilingual education across our continent and beyond.
	 The project aims to provide all stakeholders involved 
in CLIL programmes (including teachers, coordinators, 
school leaders, teacher trainers, gatekeepers and research-
ers) with scientifically valid quality control indicators that 
define successful, diversity-sensitive CLIL practice at all 
curricular and organisational levels.

	 The outcomes will include an empirically validated 
quality assurance framework for inclusive CLIL as well as 
surveys, interview and observation protocols for quality 
assessment. There will also be an interactive guidelines 
manual for adequate CLIL implementation, two reposi-
tories of videos showcasing good practices and tips, and 
original materials designed for teacher training.
	 All of these resources will be made available as a com-
prehensive digital Open Education Resource (OER) pool, 
which will serve as an online one-stop shop and will 
continues to be accessible long after the project has ended.
	 The University of Nicosia team consists of Dr Antroulla 
Papakyriakou (Department of Languages and Literature) 
and Dr Agni Stylianou (Department of Education).

Professor Maria Economidou-Kogetsidis
1. Erasmus+ TCA Experience in Stockholm

Professor Maria Economidou-Kogetsidis from the De-
partment of Languages and Literature was one of the two 
scholars in Cyprus selected to represent both the Uni-
versity of Nicosia and Cyprus at the Erasmus+ Training 
and Cooperation Activity (TCA) on "Internationalisa-
tion and International Mobility within Teacher Training 
Programmes in Higher Education", held in Stockholm, 
Sweden, from 7 to 9 October 2025.
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Matters (2025). Edited by Professor Maria Economi-
dou-Kogetsidis from the Department of Language and 
Literature, the book brings together research on second 
language pragmatics in the underexplored context of EFL 
primary classrooms, with studies from Croatia, Cyprus, 
Germany, Norway, Spain, and the Netherlands.
	 The volume offers an in-depth exploration of topics 
such as learners’ pragmatic performance, awareness and 
development; learners’ and teachers’ perspectives on 
pragmatic instruction; and investigations into materials 
use and lesson planning. Drawing on a wide range of data 
sources –including animated films, arts-based instruction, 
classroom discourse, narrated picture-based tasks, ques-
tionnaires, and interviews– the book showcases diverse 
approaches to engaging young learners with pragmatics.
	 As the first edited collection to provide a comprehensive 
overview of the rapidly growing field of young learner 
pragmatics, this volume will be of particular interest to 
researchers, graduate students, and language educators.

	 Prof. Kogetsidis joined academics and administrators 
from across Europe to explore the role of internation-
alisation in shaping the future of teacher education. 
The seminar, hosted by the Swedish Council for Higher 
Education, focused on enhancing global perspectives in 
teacher training, fostering intercultural understanding, 
and promoting mobility as a key component of modern 
higher education.
	 More specifically, throughout the three-day event, 
Professor Kogetsidis participated in a series of keynote 
sessions, workshops, and networking activities centred 
on inclusion, sustainability, and innovative approaches to 
international collaboration.
	 Highlights included thematic discussions on interna-
tionalisation at home, virtual exchanges, and strategies for 
increasing student and staff mobility.
	 Her participation provided valuable insights and new 
partnerships that will contribute to strengthening the 
University of Nicosia’s engagement in international co-
operation and advancing the shared educational goals of 
Cyprus within the European academic community.

2. New edited volume publication
Second Language Pragmatics and Young Language Learn-
ers EFL Primary School Contexts in Europe
Edited by Gila A. Schauer, Maria Economidou-Kogetsidis, 
Milica Savić and Anders Myrset. Series: Early Language 
Learning in School Contexts, De Gruyter Brill, 2025, 
eBook ISBN: 9781836681700
A new edited volume titled Second Language Pragmat-
ics and Young Language Learners: EFL Primary School 
Contexts in Europe has been published by Multilingual 

https://www.degruyterbrill.com/document/doi/10.21832/9781836681700/html?lang=en&srsltid=AfmBOooZnhgZfhheEnFY12JIW9XiW1xIs-iNOIjyebCg7_aQ410mz6Tw
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Dr Christine Savvidou, Dr Georgios P. Georgiou, Dr 
Aretousa Giannakou
Publication of the second ASeFoLA volume

The Department of Languages and Literature is delight-
ed to announce the publication of the second volume in 
the 'Advances in Second and Foreign Language Acquisi-
tion' (ASeFoLA) series. Advances in Second and Foreign 
Language Acquisition: From Greek Classrooms to Global 
Contexts, co-edited by Dr Christine Savvidou, Dr Georgi-
os P. Georgiou and Dr Aretousa Giannakou, is now avail-
able. The book has been published by Palgrave Macmillan 
(2025).
	 The new volume draws extensively on research in Greek 
educational contexts, making it particularly relevant to 
the department’s long-standing expertise in teaching 
Greek as a second language.
	 Several chapters focus on innovative approaches to 
Greek language pedagogy, learner identity, and classroom 
practice, directly complementing the department’s MA in 
Teaching Greek as a Second/Other Language (TGSOL) 
and further embedding Greek language education in 
international research debates.
	 Building on the success of the first two volumes, Pal-
grave Macmillan has now commissioned a third ASeFoLA 
volume, to be dedicated to heritage languages, scheduled 
for publication in 2026. This commissioning underscores 
the impact and scholarly value of the ASeFoLA project, 
recognising it as a key contributor to the advancement 
of international research in second and foreign language 
acquisition.

Dr Chris Alexander
New issue of The Journal of Teaching English with Technol-
ogy (TEwT)

The Journal of Teaching English with Technology continues 
its upward trajectory in 2025 with an important mile-
stone. The November 2025 Scopus CiteScore is approach-
ing 8.5, up from 4.7 in May. This remarkable growth 
reflects the journal’s expanding international recognition, 
methodological rigour, and relevance to practice in the 
field of technology-enhanced English language teaching. 
It also stands as a tribute to our authors, reviewers, and 
readers, whose scholarship and engagement have helped 
shape TEwT into a leading forum for research at the 
intersection of pedagogy, innovation, and digital transfor-
mation. To sustain this progress and ensure our processes 
reflect current developments in the field, the reviewer 
board has been strategically realigned and expanded. 
	 We have invited reviewers with expertise in key areas of 
AI in TESOL, including artificial intelligence for language 
learning, data-driven pedagogy, educational analytics, and 
research ethics in human–AI collaboration. This allows 
the journal to handle AI-related submissions with greater 
precision and insight while improving review efficiency 
and timeliness. Editorial workflows have been refined: 
initial screening and triage are more transparent, review 
criteria for AI in TESOL manuscripts have been clarified, 
and manuscripts are now matched with reviewers whose 
expertise most closely fits the subject matter. These meas-
ures ensure that reviews remain rigorous, constructive, 
and swift.
	 In line with our commitment to transparency and eth-
ical publishing, Teaching English with Technology now 
requires all manuscripts to include an Author Contri-
butions section after the Acknowledgements and before 
the References. This section must include: (1) full author 
details (name, affiliation, country, institutional email, and 
ORCID if available); (2) a funding statement either listing 
the funding body or, if applicable, the sentence “This re-
search received no specific grant from any funding agency 
in the public, commercial, or not-for-profit sectors”; (3) 
a conflict of interest statement: “The authors declare no 
conflict of interest”; (4) an ethics approval statement, 
specifying the approving institution and date (for exam-
ple, Faculty of Tourism, University of Maribor, January 
2024); and (5) brief contribution notes outlining each 
author’s role (encouraged). These requirements strength-
en transparency, accountability, and credibility, ensuring 

DEPARTMENT of

https://link.springer.com/book/10.1007/978-3-031-94298-3#:~:text=About%20this%20book,second%20and%20foreign%20language%20education.
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that all published work meets international publishing 
standards.
	 The four papers in this issue collectively explore the 
pedagogical and ethical dimensions of technology inte-
gration and artificial intelligence in TESOL. They consid-
er how emerging tools –from speech-to-text translation to 
Generative AI– can support learner engagement, writing 
development, and critical thinking, while highlighting 
the need for thoughtful and ethical implementation. 
The first paper, Bridging Language Gaps in Real Time: 
Investigating University Students’ Self-Initiated Use of 
Speech-to-Text Translation in English Language Class-
rooms, by Napattanissa Sangkawong and Junifer Leal 
Bucol (Walailak University, Centre for Language Teaching 
and Learning, Thailand) and Rozelda Luciano (Philippine 
Christian University, School of Graduate Studies, Phil-
ippines), explores how Thai university students inde-
pendently use speech-to-text translation (STTT) tools 
during English lessons and how these tools affect com-
prehension, motivation, and participation. Drawing on 
a mixed-methods design with 224 students, the authors 
validate a two construct model of comprehension and en-
gagement/participation through exploratory and confirm-
atory factor analyses. The results reveal strong reliability 
(α = .95) and generally favourable perceptions (M = 4.19, 
SD = 0.572). STTT use was found to enhance vocabulary 
recognition, teacher clarity, and lecture comprehension, 
while promoting learner confidence and participation. 
Students, however, noted challenges such as translation 
inaccuracies, accent recognition issues, and unstable 
internet connections. Grounded in cognitive load and 
sociocultural theories, the study highlights the complex 
interplay between learner agency and assistive technolo-
gies, showing how STTT tools can foster inclusivity and 
equitable participation in EFL classrooms, particularly in 
low-resource settings.
	 The second paper, Decoding the Human–AI Relation-
ship Using the AIDUA Model: Appraisal Outcomes and 
EFL Students’ Intentions, by Nga Thuy Nguyen, Huong 
Thi Thu Le, Hue Thi Kim Duong, Hue Thi Kim Tran, and 
Ha Hoang Thi Bui (Hanoi University of Industry, School 
of Languages and Tourism, Hanoi, Vietnam), investigates 
the emotional and cognitive factors influencing students’ 
willingness to use artificial intelligence in English lan-
guage learning. Employing the AIDUA framework and 
analysing data from 1,118 EFL students through PLS-
SEM (SmartPLS 4.0.9.8), the authors f ind that primary 
appraisal factors significantly affect students’ willingness 
to use AI but have minimal impact on their resistance 
to it. The study reveals that affective attitude can simul-
taneously encourage acceptance and evoke emotional 
hesitation, while cognitive attitude mitigates reluctance 

and strengthens willingness. The findings contribute to 
understanding the psychological and emotional dynamics 
shaping AI adoption in TESOL and highlight the impor-
tance of addressing both rational and affective responses 
in designing effective AI-mediated learning experiences. 
	 The third paper, Exploring ChatGPT’s Impact on ESL 
Writing Proficiency: An Experimental Approach, by 
Mihaela Franjić and Biljana Božinovski (University of 
Maribor, Faculty of Tourism, Brežice, Slovenia), examines 
ChatGPT as a pedagogical support tool for writing in 
English as a Second Language. In an experiment involving 
47 students of varied proficiency levels, the authors found 
that ChatGPT use significantly improved learners’ gram-
mar, vocabulary, organisation, and coherence, particularly 
for lower proficiency students. Interestingly, the inter-
vention also increased writing time, suggesting deeper 
cognitive engagement or iterative revision behaviour that 
merits further study. The authors argue that ChatGPT 
should serve as a scaffold for writing development rather 
than a replacement for human reasoning or linguistic 
effort, and that teacher mediation remains critical for 
responsible and effective use. The paper concludes with 
a call for longitudinal research to investigate the sustain-
ability of second language development through AI in 
TESOL writing instruction. 
	 The fourth paper, Enhancing ESP Student Critical 
Thinking Skills and Vocabulary Acquisition through a 
GenAI-Based Project, by Jorden Smith (Department of 
Education and Educational Innovation, Faculty of Law, 
Education and Humanities, Universidad Europea de 
Madrid), responds to UNESCO’s (2023) call to prioritise 
human agency and responsible engagement with Gen-
erative AI in education. The paper describes a five-stage 
GenAI-based project implemented with Sports Science 
English for Specific Purposes (ESP) students, designed 
to develop critical thinking and vocabulary through the 
creation of multimodal promotional texts. Survey results 
from 42 participants show that 95.2% of students rec-
ognised the importance of critical thinking when using 
chatbots and emphasised verifying AI-generated informa-
tion. Moreover, 85.7% reported learning new topic-based 
and general vocabulary, suggesting both intentional and 
incidental vocabulary gains. The study demonstrates that 
GenAI-based projects, when carefully designed to fore-
ground analysis and reflection, can enhance both lan-
guage learning and critical reasoning in TESOL contexts. 
We extend our sincere thanks to our contributors for 
their innovative and carefully executed research, to our 
reviewers for their expertise and professionalism, and to 
our readers for their continued engagement and thought-
ful feedback. Looking ahead, we particularly encourage 
submissions that explore AI in TESOL through class-
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room-based inquiry, teacher training, and curriculum 
design; that report replication or null findings to strength-
en evidence-based practice; that examine assessment, 
feedback, and learner autonomy in AI-mediated environ-
ments; and that address cultural and ethical dimensions 
of human-machine collaboration in English language 
education. We look forward to continuing to support re-
search that keeps pedagogy, integrity, and human learning 
at the heart of technological innovation in TESOL.

Dr Aretousa Giannakou
New academic publication
Greek across the Americas: Heritage Greek in English- 
and Spanish-dominant child language development

I am pleased to share the publi-
cation of our article, “Switching 
the majority language: The case 
of heritage Greek in North and 
South America,” now availa-
ble in Bilingualism: Language 
and Cognition (Cambridge 
University Press). This study 
focuses on Greek-speaking 
child bilinguals growing up in 
two distinct linguistic environ-
ments: Greek-English bilinguals 

in North America and Greek-Spanish bilinguals in South 
America, and examines how the surrounding dominant 
language shapes their developing heritage grammar.
	 A key question we investigate is whether lexical and 
structural overlap between the dominant language and 
heritage Greek can lead to facilitation effects. By compar-
ing English-dominant and Spanish-dominant contexts, 
the study sheds light on how similarities and differences 
across the children’s languages influence their production 
patterns, and how majority-language features may sup-
port or challenge heritage Greek development. More on 
these findings can be found in our BLC paper.
	 I would like to highlight that this publication emerged 
from an enjoyable and rewarding collaboration with col-
leagues whose professionalism and rigor supported each 
stage of the project: Evangelia (Lila) Daskalaki, Vasiliki 
(Vicky) Chondrogianni, and Christina Haska. Working 
together, from early data discussions to analysis, interpre-
tation, and writing, was a smooth and productive process. 
I am sincerely grateful for the thoughtful exchanges that 
helped refine the final study.
	 The study has already attracted considerable interest 
among researchers in heritage bilingualism and language 
acquisition. We have presented the work at major inter-
national conferences in 2024–2025, including the 17th 
International Conference on Greek Linguistics (2025, 

University of Cambridge), the 72nd Annual Conference 
of the Canadian Linguistic Association (Montreal), the 
Bilingualism Matters Symposium 2025 (University of Ed-
inburgh), the 49th Annual Boston University Conference 
on Language Development, GALA 16 (NOVA University 
Lisbon), the LAGB 2024 Annual Meeting (Newcastle Uni-
versity), the XVI International Congress for the Study of 
Child Language (Charles University, Prague), and the XX 
Congreso Internacional de ALFAL (Universidad de Con-
cepción, Chile), among other invited talks. These events 
provided valuable opportunities to share the findings 
with specialists working on child bilingualism, heritage 
languages, and language acquisition more broadly.
	 Looking ahead, the work will also be presented in Greek 
at the 1st DELEXO Conference in February 2026. For this 
event, we plan to involve the children’s parents as well, 
recognising their crucial role in shaping the linguistic 
environment of heritage-language families. Their partici-
pation will enrich the discussion and strengthen the con-
nection between our empirical findings and the everyday 
realities of families raising bilingual children.
	 The article is available through Cambridge University 
Press at https://doi.org/10.1017/S1366728925100722

Dr Georgios (George) Georgiou

Publications, Journals
1. Journal article: Identification of perceptual phonetic 
training gains in a second language through deep learning 
(published by AI – Scopus)
I developed a deep learning model to detect perceptual 
gains in L2 phonetic training. The results showed that 
subtle learner improvements can be tracked algorithmi-
cally, paving the way for adaptive, personalized language 
learning.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Identification of perceptual pho-
netic training gains in a second language through deep 
learning. AI, 6(7), 134. doi: 10.3390/ai6070134

DEPARTMENT of



SHSS NEWSLETTER 2025–26 | 13

LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE

2. Journal Article: Exploring acoustic overlap in second 
language vowel productions (published by International 
Journal of Applied Linguistics – Scopus)
We examined how Cypriot Greek learners produce 
English vowels, finding systematic acoustic overlaps in 
difficult contrasts. This supports an L2 sounds “overlap–
no overlap” framework, refining our understanding of L2 
vowel acquisition challenges.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P., & Savva, E. (2025). Exploring acoustic 
overlap in second language vowel productions. Inter-
national Journal of Applied Linguistics. doi: 10.1111/
ijal.12859 
3. Journal Article: Can AI mimic the human ability to de-
fine neologisms? (published by the International Journal 
of Speech Technology – Scopus)
I compared human and AI definitions of Greek neol-
ogisms (blends, compounds, derivatives), finding fair 
agreement for blends and derivatives but none for com-
pounds. The results underscore both AI’s progress and its 
limitations in handling complex word formation.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Can AI mimic the human abili-
ty to define neologisms? International Journal of Speech 
Technology. doi: 10.1007/s10772-025-10216-x
4. Journal Article: Clinical application of machine learn-
ing in biomedical engineering for the early detection of 
neurological disorders (published by Annals of Biomedical 
Engineering – Scopus)
I explored how speech- and language-based machine 
learning can aid early diagnosis of neurological condi-
tions. The study highlights both opportunities and limits 
for integrating ML into clinical decision-making.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Clinical application of machine 
learning in biomedical engineering for the early detection 
of neurological disorders. Annals of Biomedical Engineer-
ing. doi: 10.1007/s10439-025-03820-0
5. Journal Article: Understanding age-related differences 
in grammar perception among children with develop-
mental language disorder (published by Advances in 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders – Scopus)
We showed that younger children with DLD lag in gram-
mar perception but older ones perform closer to peers, 
suggesting grammar as a diagnostic marker and pointing 
to developmental compensatory mechanisms.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P., & Theodorou, E. (2025). Understanding 
age-related differences in grammar perception among 
children with developmental language disorder. Advances 
in Neurodevelopmental Disorders. doi: 10.1007/s41252-
025-00463-z

6. Journal Article: Transforming speech-language pa-
thology with AI: Opportunities, challenges, and ethical 
guidelines (published by Healthcare – Scopus)
This review paper outlines core applications, emerging 
opportunities, and major challenges in applying AI to 
speech-language pathology and proposes ethical princi-
ples for its responsible use. 
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Transforming speech-language 
pathology with AI: Opportunities, challenges, and ethical 
guidelines. Healthcare, 13(19), 2460. doi: 10.3390/health-
care13192460
7. Journal Article: Mapping the ethical discourse in 
generative artificial intelligence: A topic modeling analy-
sis of scholarly communication (published by Language, 
Technology, and Social Media)
I used topic modelling to trace six core themes in GenAI 
ethics (e.g., bias, governance, education). Findings call 
for transparent, fair, and accountable frameworks to align 
innovation with societal values.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Mapping the ethical discourse in 
generative artificial intelligence: A topic modeling analysis 
of scholarly communication. Language, Technology, and 
Social Media, 3(2), 250–265. doi: 10.70211/ltsm.v3i2.230
8. Journal Article: Differentiating between human-writ-
ten and AI-generated texts using automatically extracted 
linguistic features (published by Information – Scopus)
This paper shows which linguistic features reliably differ 
between human and AI-generated texts using automat-
ic NLP extraction. The findings highlight the value of 
automated tools for efficient language assessment and the 
need for improved training methods to help AI produce 
more human-like text.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Differentiating between hu-
man-written and AI-generated texts using automatically 
extracted linguistic features. Information, 16(11), 979. doi: 
10.3390/info16110979
9. Journal Article: Envisioning the future of machine 
learning in the early detection of neurodevelopmental 
and neurodegenerative disorders via speech and language 
biomarkers (published by Acoustics – Scopus)
This paper envisions the future of ML in the early detec-
tion of neurodevelopmental disorders like autism spec-
trum disorder and attention deficit/hyperactivity disorder, 
and neurodegenerative disorders, such as Parkinson’s 
disease and Alzheimer’s disease, through speech and lan-
guage biomarkers.
The full paper:
Georgiou, G. P. (2025). Envisioning the future of machine 
learning in the early detection of neurodevelopmental 
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and neurodegenerative disorders via speech and language 
biomarkers. Acoustics, 7(4), 72. doi: 10.3390/acous-
tics7040072
10. Journal Article: Occupational noise exposure and age 
as predictors of disabling hearing loss in Pakistan (pub-
lished by Language, Technology, and Social Media)
This study aimed to assess the prevalence, severity, and 
functional impact of hearing loss (HL) in Rawalpindi and 
Islamabad, Pakistan. The findings also demonstrate the 
importance of occupational noise control and workplace 
interventions to reduce the risk of HL in high-noise envi-
ronments. 
The full paper
Hanif, H., Thakur, I., Georgiou, G. P., & Binos, P. (2025). 
Occupational noise exposure and age as predictors of dis-
abling hearing loss in Pakistan. Language, Technology, and 
Social Media, 3(2). doi: 10.70211/ltsm.3026-7196.275
Publications, Book chapter
11. Book chapter: An examination of Greek vowel pro-
duction by adult Albanian speakers of Greek as a second 
language (published in the volume Advances in second/
foreign language acquisition: From Greek classrooms to 
global contexts)
We compared vowel productions of Albanian learners and 
Greek natives, showing both similarities and persistent 
L1–L2 interference. The findings enrich cross-linguistic 
phonetic research.

DEPARTMENT of LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE

The full chapter:
Kaskampa, A., & Georgiou, G. P. (2025). "An examination 
of Greek vowel production by adult Albanian speakers of 
Greek as a second language". In C. Savvidou, G. P. Geor-
giou, & A. Giannakou (Eds.), Advances in second/foreign 
language acquisition: From Greek classrooms to global 
contexts. Palgrave MacMillan.

Awards
Assistant Professor George Georgiou among the top re-
searchers in the field of Linguistics
Assistant Professor of Linguistics at the University of 
Nicosia, Dr Georgios P. Georgiou, has received significant 
recognition from the prestigious Scholar GPS, an AI-driv-
en platform that evaluates over 30 million researchers 
from more than 120.000 institutions worldwide based on 
the impact of their publications. 
Scholar GPS ranks Dr Georgiou in the top 0,07% of 
researchers globally in the broader field of Linguistics, 
placing him 21st out of 27.477 researchers. In the field of 
speech perception, he ranks 1st worldwide among 2.078 
researchers. Notably, he is also ranked in the top 0,17% 
of researchers across all scientific fields, with the ranking 
based on publications from the past five years.

https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100039709462367
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Το τετραετές προπτυχι-
ακό πρόγραμμα σπου-
δών στην Ψυχολογία 
της Σχολής Ανθρωπι-
στικών Σπουδών και 
Κοινωνικών Επιστημών 
του UNIC Athens, 
της ακαδημαϊκής και 
ερευνητικής έδρας του 
Πανεπιστήμιου Λευκω-
σίας στην Ελλάδα

To UNIC Athens ξεκίνησε τη λειτουργία του τον Νοέμβριο 
του 2025, προσφέροντας καινοτόμα προγράμματα σπου-
δών, έρευνα αιχμής και σύγχρονα τεχνολογικά εργαλεία, 
με στόχο την εκπαίδευση των επαγγελματιών του μέλλο-
ντος.
	 Στα προγράμματα σπουδών που ήδη προσφέρονται στην 
Αθήνα –Ιατρική, Φαρμακευτική, Διοίκηση Επιχειρήσεων 
και Νομική– περιλαμβάνεται και η Ψυχολογία (Τμήμα 
Κοινωνικών Επιστημών, Σχολή Ανθρωπιστικών Σπου-
δών και Κοινωνικών Επιστημών). Τα μαθήματα πραγ-
ματοποιούνται στις υπερσύγχρονες εγκαταστάσεις του 
πανεπιστημίου, συνολικής έκτασης 12.500 τ.μ., στον Δήμο 
Ελληνικού–Αργυρούπολης, σε άμεση γειτνίαση με το The 
Ellinikon.
	 Το UNIC Athens εισάγει στην Ελλάδα ένα ακαδημαϊκό 
πρότυπο υψηλών προδιαγραφών, με έμφαση στην έρευνα 

αιχμής και στην αξιοποίηση σύγχρονων τεχνολογικών ερ-
γαλείων για την παραγωγή καινοτόμου επιστημονικού έρ-
γου, με απώτερο στόχο τη βελτίωση της ανθρώπινης ζωής. 
Ενδεικτική της ποιότητας και της διεθνούς αναγνώρισης 
του ιδρύματος αποτελεί η κατάταξη του Πανεπιστημίου 
Λευκωσίας μεταξύ των κορυφαίων πανεπιστημίων παγκο-
σμίως (θέσεις 501–600), σύμφωνα με την πιο πρόσφατη 
κατάταξη Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings (THE WUR) 2026.
	 Τα καινοτόμα προγράμματα σπουδών του UNIC Athens 
προετοιμάζουν τους φοιτητές για ρόλους και επαγγέλ-
ματα που διαμορφώνονται σε ένα περιβάλλον συνεχούς 
αλλαγής. Εξειδικευμένα εργαστήρια εκπαίδευσης και 
επιστημονικής έρευνας, καθώς και αίθουσες μάθησης PBL 
(Problem-Based Learning), επιτρέπουν στους φοιτητές να 
αποκτήσουν ουσιαστική πρακτική εμπειρία και να ανα-
πτύξουν δεξιότητες που ανταποκρίνονται στις σύγχρονες 
απαιτήσεις της αγοράς εργασίας.
	 Το πρόγραμμα σπουδών στην Ψυχολογία (BSc) παρέχει 
κλινική άσκηση, πρακτική κατάρτιση και μια σύγχρονη, 
επιστημονικά τεκμηριωμένη προσέγγιση στη διδασκαλία 
επίκαιρων ζητημάτων ψυχικής υγείας.
	 Σταδιακά, το ακαδημαϊκό προφίλ του UNIC Athens θα 
εμπλουτιστεί με νέα προγράμματα σπουδών σε τομείς 
αιχμής και υψηλής διεθνούς ζήτησης, προσφέροντας σημα-
ντικές ευκαιρίες απασχόλησης και ανταποκρινόμενο στις 
σύγχρονες ανάγκες της κοινωνίας, των επιχειρήσεων και 
της οικονομίας.

https://www.unic.ac.cy/el/athens/psychologia-bsc-4-eti/
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FACULTY EVENTS, PUBLICATIONS AND SCHOL-
ARLY ACTIVITIES

Dr Despina Cochliou
Dr Despina Cochliou represented Cyprus and the Univer-
sity of Nicosia’s Social Work Programme at the European 
Social Services Index Working Group Meeting, which took 
place in Brussels, Belgium, on 14–15 October 2025.

	 The European Social Services Index (SSI | https://www.
esn-eu.org/social-services-index), launched by the Europe-
an Social Network (ESN) in 2023, is an initiative designed 
to improve understanding of, and facilitate comparison 
between, the state of social services in different European 
Union (EU) Member States. The meeting brought together 
members of the SSI Working Group and European Com-
mission officials to discuss the evidence we gathered and 
assess how it could inform the European Semester.
	 With the support of our SSI Working Group, ESN gathers 
national data on social services legislation, expenditure and 
coverage in several countries each year. In 2025, data was 
collected from the following 16 countries: Croatia, Cyprus, 
the Czech Republic, Finland, France, Greece, Ireland, Italy, 
Latvia, Malta, the Netherlands, Poland, Romania, Slovenia, 
Spain, and Sweden. 
	 This data helps the European Commission formulate its 
recommendations for national governments within the 
framework of the European Semester, which is an annual 
review of national economic, social, and budgetary policies. 
The aim is to identify socio-economic challenges in EU 
Member States and propose ways to address them. ESN is 
involved in this process to ensure that the European Com-
mission is fully aware of the situation of social services and 
that its recommendations meet their needs.

Professor Ioulia Papageorgi
Bridges by Mentors Project: Mentoring training experience in 
Bulgaria in December 2025
Students’ reflection

Introduction
A group of students from the University of Nicosia in Bul-
garia had the opportunity to take part in an international 
experience through the Bridges by Mentors programme. 
This five-day training trip, which ran from 28 November 
to 3 December, was designed to promote cultural exchange 
opportunities, support personal and professional develop-
ment, and create lasting connections among participants.
	 Throughout the programme, the students were involved 
in a variety of educational and experiential activities, in-
cluding interactive workshops, group discussions, ener-
gisers, icebreaker activities and cultural activities. These 
activities helped to facilitate self-reflection, collaboration 
and open-mindedness, while also strengthening the partic-
ipants' mentoring and communication skills.  
	 Beyond the structured training sessions, the experience 
provided the students with the opportunity to step outside 
their familiar academic environment and experience a new 
cultural context. The trip highlighted the importance of in-
ternational collaboration and experiential learning, allow-
ing students to connect theory with practice. The following 
sections reflect on the students' experience during the 
training, the skills and insights they gained, and the overall 
impact of this international mentoring initiative.

•

https://www.bridgesbymentors.eu/
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I had the chance to learn about another culture, surround-
ed by people who cared about what I was going through. 
After just one day, we were all able to connect easily thanks 
to the ice-breaking games, the group energizers, the treas-
ure hunt, during which we had to find a certain place,  and 
many other activities, allowing everyone to feel relaxed and 
comfortable with each other.
	 By visiting the different places of interest as a team, we 
were able to find new experiences and to enjoy learning to-
gether. The self-reflection workshops allowed us the chance 
to look at who we are through a different perspective, while 
each of us sharing food was a way for us to build bonds 
with one another, while sharing different thoughts and past 
experiences we had from our countries.
	 Our differences brought us all together as we were all very 
interested in learning new things, that we don’t usually get 
to experience in our home countries, allowing us to expand 
our horizons to different things. 

Rafaella Polydorou

I had the opportunity to participate in an international 
mentor training programme in  Plovdiv, Bulgaria organ-
ised by Bridges by Mentors, to which I was selected by the 
University of Nicosia together with six fellow psychology 
students. The programme brought together participants 
from several European countries, including Cyprus, Bel-
gium, the Netherlands, and France, creating a dynamic and 
multicultural learning environment.
	 The main objective of the training was to deepen our 
understanding of mentoring by exploring the role and 
responsibilities of a mentor, the challenges that a mentor 
might face, as well as practical ways to address them. The 
training  included structured lectures with interactive 
workshops and activities that encouraged active partici-
pation, reflection, and collaboration. Ice-breaking activ-
ities on the first day facilitated connection and openness 
among participants, including group discussions and the 

SOCIAL SCIENCES

creation of posters through which each country presented 
its culture, values, and traditions. Practical exercises such 
as role-playing, where participants alternated between the 
roles of mentor and mentee, allowed us to apply theoreti-
cal knowledge to realistic scenarios and to strengthen our 
communication and empathy skills. Team-building activ-
ities, including a treasure hunt across the city of Plovdiv, 
helped us become familiar with the local environment 
while developing cooperation and collaboration. Cultural 
immersion was further enhanced through shared moments 
outside the classroom, such as a stroll around the park of 
Bunardzhik, which offered space for informal dialogue, 
reflection, and cultural exchange. The programme also 
included presentations from experienced mentors who 
shared their professional journeys, enriching our under-
standing of mentoring in practice.
	 This programme not only provided academic benefits but 
also enhanced my personal development, leaving me with a 
deep sense of appreciation and gratitude for the knowledge 
gained, the relationships formed, and the unforgettable 
intercultural experience that will remain a lasting part of 
my personal and professional journey.

Elpida Pantazopoulou

Participating in the Mentor Training Program in Bulgaria 
was truly an unforgettable and transformative experience.
	 The program connected individuals from many diverse 
backgrounds which exposed me to exchanging ideas, per-
spectives and an understanding of cultures in a meaningful 
way.
	 Throughout the duration of the training, we all engaged in 
interactive icebreakers that strengthened our communica-
tion and practical activities that encouraged learning. From 
discovering the city’s history on our first day through a 
challenging treasure hunt to our emotional goodbye party, 
each day brought us closer together.
	 Reflecting, i am grateful to have had this opportunity in 
a new environment with inspiring people as it has allowed 
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me to grow more open minded and appreciative of culture 
diversity. I am proud to carry and apply the mentoring 
skills i gained within my communities and future.
	 I would like to thank the organisers, trainers, and fellow 
participants for their dedication, support, and shared com-
mitment. This program has left a lasting impact on both 
my personal and professional development, and I am truly 
thankful for the experience.

Nawal Lulu Samin

Taking part in the Bridges by Mentors program in Bulgaria 
was a truly rewarding experience. Being surrounded by 
students from many different countries created a welcom-
ing and dynamic environment where communication and 
cooperation developed naturally.
	 The icebreakers and group activities, including a treasure 
hunt, helped us connect quickly and encouraged us to learn 
from one another. The strong sense of inclusion made it 
easy to build meaningful relationships and contributed 
greatly to both personal and academic growth.

	 On a personal level, the program allowed in me to reflect 
on myself and discover new strengths. From an academic 
perspective, it provided valuable insight into mentoring 
and offered a broader understanding of its role within an 
international setting.

Aikaterini Pontikaki 

The mentoring program trip to Bulgaria was more than we 
expected, we learned a lot of new information during the 
training program that we can implement in our mentoring 
sessions, we got to meet people from different cultures and 
backgrounds and share our experiences with them as well 
as having fun and building meaningful connections, overall 
it was a great trip and an experience that will be remem-
bered. 

Ferial Skafi

Taking part in the Bridges by Mentors program went 
better than I could have ever expected. I had so much fun 
learning and meeting people from different cultures. I met 
people I wouldn’t normally have had the chance to meet, 
and the program itself was both fun and educational. The 
activities were unique, and I learned a lot about mentoring.
	 Overall, the experience was truly inspiring and left a last-
ing impact on me. It helped me grow both personally and 
professionally, gave me new perspectives, and strengthened 
my interest in mentoring.
	 I would wholeheartedly recommend this program to any-
one looking to learn, connect with others, and be part of a 
meaningful and enriching experience. 

Zizel Mavromati

I had the privilege of participating in an international 
mentor training programme held in Plovdiv, Bulgaria, or-
ganised by Bridges by Mentors. My participation followed 
a selection process conducted by the University of Nicosia, 
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through which I was chosen alongside six fellow under-
graduate psychology students. The programme brought 
together participants from various European countries, 
including Cyprus, Belgium, the Netherlands, and France, 
fostering a rich and multicultural learning environment.
	 The primary aim of the training was to enhance our 
understanding of mentoring by examining the role and re-
sponsibilities of a mentor, the potential challenges encoun-
tered in mentoring relationships, and effective strategies 
for addressing them. The programme combined structured 
theoretical sessions with interactive workshops and expe-
riential activities designed to promote active engagement, 
reflection, and collaboration among participants.
	 Introductory ice-breaking activities during the first day 
facilitated communication and mutual understanding, 
while group discussions and collaborative poster presenta-
tions enabled each country to showcase its cultural identity, 
values, and traditions. Furthermore, practical exercises 
such as role-playing scenarios, in which participants alter-
nated between the roles of mentor and mentee, allowed for 
the application of theoretical knowledge to realistic situa-
tions and contributed to the development of communica-
tion and empathy skills.
	 Team-building activities, including a city-wide treasure 
hunt in Plovdiv, supported the enhancement of coopera-
tion and teamwork while familiarising participants with the 
local environment. Cultural exchange was further enriched 
through informal activities outside the training setting, 
such as a walk through Bunardzhik Park, which encour-
aged open dialogue, reflection, and intercultural interac-
tion. In addition, presentations delivered by experienced 

mentors offered valuable insights into mentoring practices 
and professional development.
	 Overall, the programme contributed significantly not only 
to my academic and professional growth but also to my 
personal development. It fostered meaningful connections 
and provided a profound and memorable intercultural 
experience, for which I remain deeply appreciative, and 
which will continue to influence my personal and profes-
sional journey.

Dionysia Xanthaki

•

Summary 
The first day in Plovdiv began with an interactive treasure 
hunt that allowed the group to explore the city in a fun and 
interactive manner. During the treasure hunt, we visited 
several significant locations in Plovdiv, including the An-
cient Theatre of Plovdiv, the Ethnographic Museum, also 
known as the Kuyumdzhi House, the House of Lamartine, 
the Roman Stadium and the Dzhumaya Mosque. We also 
explored the Kapana District and several central squares 
and fountains. As we learned about the city’s rich history 
and cultural heritage, we also had the opportunity to sam-
ple traditional Bulgarian cuisine, which made for a truly 
immersive and memorable cultural experience.
	 Throughout the following days we participated in many 
interactive presentations and workshops focused on the 
role of  a mentor, as well as different practical techniques 
aimed at developing and strengthening mentoring skills 
benefiting both mentors and mentees.
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Professor Christos Panagiotopoulos
1. The European Association of Schools of Social Work 
(EASSW) is pleased to announce that Professor Christos 
Panagiotopoulos, EASSW President and faculty member 
at the University of Nicosia (Cyprus), will participate as a 
keynote speaker at the 12th International Scientific Confer-
ence, “Social Welfare: Interdisciplinary Approach”, which 
will take place on 28 November 2025 at Vilnius University 
Šiauliai Academy (Lithuania, https://www.sa.vu.lt/social-
welfare-conference/en/program).

	 The conference is organised by the Institute of Education 
of Vilnius University Šiauliai Academy in collaboration 
with international partners and aims to explore the di-
versity of interdisciplinary research in social welfare and 
education. The goal is to foster dialogue and innovation in 
improving social welfare systems, educational assistance, 
and the well-being of learners and clients.
	 The title of Professor Panagiotopoulos's speech is: The 
Need for Systematic and Monitored Interdisciplinary Prac-
tice in Child Protection; Drawing Lessons from Stakehold-
ers on a Cross National Study.

DEPARTMENT of SOCIAL SCIENCES

2.	 Professor Panagiotopoulos will open the conference on 4 
December, organised by the UNED Madrid, Spain, on the 
following topic: "Geopolitical challenges in South Cauca-
sian; the cases of the Republic of Armenia and Georgia". 
The role of Social Work in the face of existential threats 
(Retos geopolíticos en el Cáucaso Sur: los casos de las 
Repúblicas de Georgia y Armenia. El papel de los traba-
jadores sociales ante las amenazas existenciales).
	 Title of speech: "Social work training in post-communist 
countries: the cases of Georgia and Armenia" (El papel de 
la formación en trabajo social en los países postcomunis-
tas: los casos de Georgia y Armenia. Ponente: D. Christos 
Panagiotopoulos. Presidente de la Asociación Europea de 
Escuelas de Trabajo Social).

Presencial y Online - Asistencia gratuita
Jueves, 4 de diciembre de 2025

Organiza: Máster Universitario de Trabajo Social, Estado del Bienestar 
y Metodología de la Intervención Social

Fundación de Estudios Estratégicos e Internacionales (FESEI)
c/ Joaquín Turina, 2 (Pozuelo de Alarcón, 28224) Madrid

Retos geopolíticos en el Cáucaso Sur: 
los casos de las Repúblicas de 
Georgia y Armenia. El papel de los 
trabajadores sociales ante las 
amenazas existenciales. 

JORNADA
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https://www.sa.vu.lt/socialwelfare-conference/en/
https://canal.uned.es/uploads/material/6939ed7fddd5bddfb402a366/Programa_jornada_geopoliticos_CAUCASO_SUR.pdf
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Meetings with the Student Representatives of 
"Proodeftiki KF" and "FPK Protoporia"
In September and October 2025, Professor Klimis Masto
ridis (Dean of the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences) and Professor Ioulia Papageorgi (Associate 
Dean) held meetings with the student representatives of 
"Proodeftiki" and "Protoporia".
	 The meetings went very well, with the students express-
ing their overall satisfaction. They were encouraged to 
collaborate with School and Department representatives 
and were advised to contact the Deans if they encoun-
tered any issues.
Left to right: Klimis Mastoridis, Maria Pavlou (Proodefti-
ki), Ioulia Papageorgi, Theofilos Mina (Proodeftiki) | Photo: 
Despina Ioannou

SHSS NEWS & ACTIVITIES

https://www.unic.ac.cy/school-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/
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Το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας διατηρεί την πρώτη 
θέση στον τομέα της Ψυχολογίας σε Κύπρο και Ελλά-
δα και το 2025
Το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας ανάμεσα στα κορυφαία 
πανεπιστήμια στον κόσμο σε πέντε διαφορετικούς τομείς, 
σύμφωνα με την κατάταξη THE WUR by Subject 2025

Στα αποτελέσματα της Παγκόσμιας Κατάταξης Πανε-
πιστημίων, Times Higher Education World University 
Rankings (THE WUR) by Subject 2025. το Πανεπιστήμιο 
Λευκωσίας καταλαμβάνει και φέτος την 1η θέση (από κοι-
νού)  σε Κύπρο και Ελλάδα στον τομέα της Ψυχολογίας.
	 Συγκεκριμένα, το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας κατατάσσε-
ται ανάμεσα στα Κορυφαία 301–400 πανεπιστήμια στον 
κόσμο και στην 81η θέση στην Ευρωπαϊκή Ένωση στον 
συγκεκριμένο τομέα.
	 Σχολιάζοντας τα αποτελέσματα, ο Κοσμήτορας της 
Σχολής Ανθρωπιστικών και Κοινωνικών Επιστημών, 
Καθηγητής Κλήμης Μαστορίδης, σημείωσε: «Τα αποτελέ-
σματα για το 2025 αναδεικνύουν για ακόμη μία φορά τη 
δυναμική του διδακτικού προσωπικού και των φοιτητών 
του Πανεπιστημίου Λευκωσίας. Ειδικότερα, η εξαιρετική 
διάκριση στις διεθνείς κατατάξεις στην Ψυχολογία απο-
τελεί επάξια αναγνώριση της αδιάκοπης επιδίωξης των 
συναδέλφων της Σχολής για τα υψηλότερα πρότυπα ακα-
δημαϊκής έρευνας. Τα επιτεύγματα αυτά επιβεβαιώνουν 
την αταλάντευτη προσήλωσή μας στην προώθηση της 
ακαδημαϊκής αριστείας μέσα από ένα μακρόπνοο στρα-
τηγικό όραμα. Με αυτή τη δυναμική ως θεμέλιο, είμαστε 
βέβαιοι ότι θα πετύχουμε ακόμη μεγαλύτερες διακρίσεις 
στο μέλλον, ενώ οι συλλογικές μας προσπάθειες ήδη 
χαράζουν νέους δρόμους προς την επιτυχία».
	  Οι κατατάξεις THE WUR αποτελούν τη μεγαλύτερη 
και πιο πολυεπίπεδη κατάταξη πανεπιστημίων στον κό-
σμο, με εμπειρία πέντε δεκαετιών στο αντικείμενο.
	 Σημειώνεται ότι αυτή η κατάταξη είναι η τελευταία μίας 
σειράς από διακρίσεις για το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας 
από τον οργανισμό Times Higher Education, με κύρια 
την κατάταξή του ανάμεσα στα κορυφαία 501–600 πανε-
πιστήμια παγκοσμίως στην κατάταξη World University 
Rankings 2026.

Το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας: #1* στις Κοινωνικές 
Επιστήμες, σε Κύπρο και Ελλάδα για το 2025
Το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας ανάμεσα στα κορυφαία 
πανεπιστήμια στον κόσμο σε πέντε διαφορετικούς τομείς, 
σύμφωνα με την κατάταξη THE WUR by Subject 2025

Tα αποτελέσματα της ετήσιας κατάταξης του Times 
Higher Education World University Rankings (THE 
WUR) by Subject 2025 κατατάσσουν το Πανεπιστήμιο 
Λευκωσίας στην (από κοινού) 1η θέση στον τομέα των 
Κοινωνικών Επιστημών, σε Κύπρο και Ελλάδα.
	 Αντίστοιχα, το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας κατατάσσεται 
στη θέση #103 στην Ευρωπαϊκή Ένωση και μεταξύ των 
κορυφαίων 401–500 πανεπιστημίων παγκοσμίως, στον 
τομέα.
	 Σχολιάζοντας τα αποτελέσματα, ο Κοσμήτορας της 
Σχολής Ανθρωπιστικών Σπουδών και Κοινωνικών Επι-
στημών, Καθηγητής Κλήμης Μαστορίδης, σημείωσε: «Οι 
διεθνείς κατατάξεις του 2025 αναδεικνύουν για ακόμη μία 
φορά την αδιάκοπη αφοσίωση και τη συνεχιζόμενη προ-
σήλωση του ανθρώπινου δυναμικού του Πανεπιστημίου 
Λευκωσίας. Τα εξαιρετικά αποτελέσματα στους τομείς 
των Κοινωνικών Επιστημών αποτελούν σημαντική ανα-
γνώριση των άοκνων προσπαθειών των συναδέλφων μας 
να παράγουν έρευνα υψηλής ποιότητας. Παράλληλα, θα 
ήθελα να επισημάνω τις εξαιρετικές επιδόσεις και τη ζωτι-
κή συνεισφορά των συναδέλφων μας της Νομικής Σχολής, 
οι οποίοι έπαιξαν σημαντικό ρόλο στον καθορισμό της 
συνολικής κατάταξης στις Κοινωνικές Επιστήμες».
	 Οι κατατάξεις THE WUR αποτελούν τη μεγαλύτερη 
και πιο πολυεπίπεδη κατάταξη πανεπιστημίων στον κό-
σμο, με εμπειρία πέντε δεκαετιών στο αντικείμενο.
	 Σημειώνεται ότι αυτή η κατάταξη είναι η τελευταία μίας 
σειράς από διακρίσεις για το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας 
από τον οργανισμό Times Higher Education, με κύρια 
την κατάταξή του ανάμεσα στα κορυφαία 501–600 πανε-
πιστήμια παγκοσμίως στην κατάταξη World University 
Rankings 2026.

* κοινή θέση
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The shss Academic Journal
Zealos: Studies in the Humanities, Social Sciences, Arts 
& Design is an annual peer-reviewed and open-access 
journal published by the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences of the University of Nicosia.
	 ​Zealos is a fully open access journal issued annually. 
Each volume is published electronically as a PDF file. 
All papers are available on the Internet to all users 
immediately upon publication and free of charge, 
according to the Creative Commons CC BY-NC-ND 4.0. 
Under this license, authors agree that others can copy and 
distribute the article for free as long as appropriate credit 
is given and the article is not modified and not used for 
commercial purposes.

Aims & Scope
The journal’s aim is to showcase empirical, theoretical 
and practice-based research work by scholars and 
practitioners in the humanities, social sciences, arts and 
design. Zealos intends to leave its mark on these fields 
through the publication of research papers, essays and 
creative work, conference and book reviews. By taking a 
multi-disciplinary perspective, we hope to contribute to 
both local and international literature and showcase some 
of the work conducted by academics and practitioners. 
The journal particularly welcomes submissions on issues 
related to Cyprus. Special Issues focusing on a specific 
theme acting as a connecting point between the various 
disciplines are also planned. Papers in English and Greek 
will be accepted. All manuscripts will be double-blind peer-
reviewed by two experts in the area of the submission.
For more information shss.zealos@unic.ac.cy
Web http://www.zealos.org/

The SHSS Zealos Journal

ZEALOS STUDIES IN THE HUMANITIES, SOCIAL SCIENCES, ARTS AND DESIGN

https://www.unic.ac.cy/school-of-humanities-and-social-sciences/shss-publications/
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SHSS Hon. Doctorate 2023 | Konstantinos Spiropoulos

SHSS Outstanding Social Contribution 2025 | John Vickers
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EDITORIAL

Dear Reader,

I am delighted to present you the first issue of our School 
newsletter. Our aim is to use it as an online tool to inform 
you of current and upcoming research projects, publications, 
conferences, exhibitions and events and keep you up to date 
with our students and faculty work, which we believe is 
impacting our society in Cyprus and abroad.
 The task of the School of Humanities and Social Sciences 
(SHSS) is to provide innovative and inspiring education that 
fosters a wide base of knowledge and develops intellectual 
capacities within an international environment. Even in 
these unusual times, our Departments continue to operate 
smoothly, being the home of a vibrant, colourful community 
of students, academics, and researchers.
 We aspire to use the newsletter as a communication tool 
that reflects the School’s highest priorities; support the 
research and scholarship of our faculty in the fields of hu-
manities, arts, and social sciences, ensure that our students 
receive the best education, tackle problems which are impor-
tant to the world today, and contribute to the betterment of 
the society.
 We also hope for the newsletter to act as an additional 
communication vehicle between the SHSS and our global 
connections with leading universities and professional or-

ganisations that offer students and faculty opportunities for 
international research collaborations, student training, and 
the development of joint/dual degree programmes of study. 
The publication will indicate how proud we are to be part of 
a community that extends well beyond our physical campus.
 At a later stage, in 2022, we plan the winter and spring 
newsletter issues to be complemented by an annual research 
oriented volume whose content is to be based on the diverse 
interests of the faculty members of the six School Depart-
ments.
 I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the 
colleagues of the Editorial Committee as well as Dr Ioulia 
Papageorgi, Associate Dean of the School, for supporting 
this project; Ioulia will be acting as Editor of the Newsletter.
 A special thanks goes to the students and colleagues who 
contributed to our first ever issue; we continue to seek the 
support of academics, students and alumni from across the 
SHSS Departments welcoming submissions to our Newslet-
ter!

All the best!
Professor Klimis Mastoridis
Dean, School of Humanities and Social Sciences
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Ioulia Papageorgi [1, 2, 4], Lenka Sokolová [1, 3]

Online teaching of Psychology during Covid-19 pandemic. 

A survey of the EFPA Board of Educational Affairs

1 EFPA Board of Educational Affairs

2 University of Nicosia, Cyprus

3 Comenius University in Bratislava, Slovakia

4 Convenor, EFPA Board of Educational Affairs

The European Federation of Psychologists’ Associations 

(EFPA) Board of Educational Affairs was founded at the 

EFPA General Assembly in 2011 as a permanent body that 

monitors and assesses developments in the teaching of psy-

chology. It focuses its activities on the academic education 

of psychology at all levels (BA, MA, PhD, postgraduate), the 

teaching of psychology to other professions, the teaching of 

psychology in pre-tertiary education and to the general pub-

lic. Currently the Board has members from sixteen European 

countries (Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Finland, Ger-

many, Italy, Latvia, Malta, Netherlands, Norway, Slovakia, 

Slovenia, Russia, Romania, Ukraine, and the United King-

dom) and cooperates actively with other bodies involved in 

the teaching of psychology.

 The COVID-19 pandemic is currently a major public 

health issue across Europe. The Board of Educational Affairs, 

in the context of its aims, current work plan and support of 

the EFPA initiative on COVID-19, has created an online sur-

vey to investigate how the COVID-19 pandemic has affected 

the teaching of psychology. The survey was conducted by the 

EFPA Board of Educational Affairs in cooperation with the 

European Federation of Psychology Teachers´ Associations 

(EFPTA) and the European Society for Psychology Learn-

ing and Teaching (ESPLAT). Our aim was to investigate the 

experiences of psychology teachers at different levels of ed-

ucation from different European countries with online/dis-

tance teaching of psychology. Please see Figure 1 for detailed 

research objectives.
 The survey was conducted from April to July 2020 with a 

total of 696 participants from 25 European countries. The 

survey has also been translated in Japanese and data have 

been collected in Japan. Psychology educators around Eu-

rope reported similar experiences in their online teaching. 

They used a plethora of online collaboration tools to support 

their teaching (please see Figure 2 for a detailed breakdown). 

Even though they were able to adapt their teaching to the 

new situation, they reported some subject-specific limita-

tions in the online teaching of psychology (e.g. difficulties 

in teaching practical skills). Another challenge to the online 

training of psychologists was the use of assessment instru-

ments, copyrighted and sensitive materials, which our par-

ticipants mentioned as a limitation and which can also have 

legal consequences for lecturers. Online teaching resulted 

in increased workload for our participants compared to 

standard teaching and for many of them also a challenge in 

motivating students to participate (see Figure 3 for barriers 

reported). On the other hand, educators also mentioned 

positive aspects arising from this experience, such as being 

able to improve their digital skills and finding new methods 

of teaching. We believe that more detailed analysis of both good prac-

tices and barriers can lead to the improvement of the teach-

ing of psychology in the future. Findings will provide further 

guidance and examples of good practice to support psychol-

ogy teachers in this difficult time. The preliminary findings 

were presented at an EFPA webinar     with title “Psychology 

education and psychology of education on post COVID-19 

times” (can be accessed here) and will also be published in 

an academic journal paper.

 It is our strong belief that clear guidelines for quality as-

surance in the form of quality standards indicators of online 

education in psychology must be put in place to ensure 

high quality teaching and maximize student motivation and 

learning. Furthermore, there is a necessity for professional 

development and training of faculty in online education 

delivery so that they are able to use digital technology to 

facilitate teaching and learning and become knowledgeable 

in the digital tools available that can support this process.

Figure 1: Research objectives 

Figure 2: Technology used by psychology teachers when teaching 

online

   Figure 3: Barriers in the online teaching of psychology
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DEPARTMENT of

a new supporting cast of eccentrics whose intentions towards 
Paul are initially far from clear. They seem friendly enough, 
but what do they want from him as he tries to get used to 
living in his newly inherited modern mansion? If only Mr 
Samuels were on hand to sort things out, but he is nowhere 
to be seen. Instead, Paul imagines what he might be up to as 
a mysterious woman, and a near fatal encounter, plunge Mr 
Samuels into what might be the most dangerous, and most 
personal, case of his career.
 Local readers might be able to recognize the unnamed city 
streets and dry landscape through which the novel moves. 
Indeed, hints of a certain Mediterranean island can be spot-
ted on every page, making The Book of Paul an important 
contribution to the burgeoning library of Anglo-Cypriot 
literature.

The Opening Paragraphs of The Book of Paul
I am alone in the house. At least I think I am. I hear the 
odd noise now and then echoing from beyond my walls 
but whether these are human noises I don’t know. No one 
lives with me. That is what I mean by being alone in the 
house; that no one lives with me. There could be a vaga-
bond lying doggo in one of the innumerable rooms for all 
I know, but I doubt it. Or a stray, cast off dog. Or just rats, 
for even the most modern of houses is prone to the odd bit 
of vermin. No doubt there are a fair few cockroaches eye-
ing me right now, their antenna twitching. They can stay. 
The rats can stay too, if there are any, but I would regret 
there being another human.
 I gather this was meant to be a new start. It is not. People 
can intend things all they want; it doesn’t mean it is going 
to happen.

The Book of Paul is available to order from https://www.
armidabooks.com/book/the-book-of-paul/ and will soon be 
in e-book and kindle forms from all good on-line outlets. 

HORIZON-CL2-2022-HERITAGE | The Cartography of the 
Political Novel in Europe

In this year’s competition under the programme HORIZON-
CL2-2022-HERITAGE, the project “The Cartography of 
the Political Novel in Europe” has won one of the top EU 
grants for research in the Humanities and Social Sciences. 
The Literature section of the Department of Languages 
represented by Prof. Rossie Artemis, Prof. Polina Mackay, 
and Prof. Paul Stewart have joined colleagues from 
prestigious European institutions: the Faculty of Humanities 
and Social Sciences at the University of Zagreb (Croatia), the 
Leibniz Centre for Literary and Cultural Studies in Berlin 
(Germany), the Faculty of Modern and Medieval Languages 
and Linguistics at the University of Cambridge (UK), the 
Centre for Applied Philosophy, Politics and Ethics at the 
University of Brighton (UK), and the Faculty of Polish and 
Classical Philology at Adam Mickiewicz University Poznan 
(Poland).
 The project “The Cartography of the Political Novel in 
Europe” will last from 2023 to 2026. It sets out to exam-
ine how people in different national and cultural contexts 
engage with contemporary political issues and thereby have 
their share in shaping European societies and politics in the 
21st century. The goal is to assess the political novel as an 
important element of European political, social and cultural 
heritage, and as a tool for community building and Europe-
an advocacy. The consortium brings together an interdis-
ciplinary research team committed to examining how the 
political novel can be used as a means of experiencing, ques-
tioning, but also promoting and advocating local, European 
and global politics.

Research workshop of the ARGOS group in Nicosia

In October 2022, a four-day workshop of the ARGOS group 
took place in Nicosia, at the premises of the University of 
Nicosia, organized by the academic coordinator of the Mas-
ter’s Program in Greek Culture, Dr Avra Xepapadakou, and 
under the auspices of the Rector, Professor Philippos Pou-
yioutas and the Dean of the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences, Professor Klimis Mastoridis. The workshop was 
attended by members of the main ARGOS research group, 
representing European academic institutions, who were 
collaborating to prepare a new research proposal focusing on 
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ARCHITECTURE

They have been undeniably successful in their pursuit, as 
seen from today’s archaeological record; but how about to-
day’s wanderers/scientists/space navigators? Could this spe-
cific architectural community provide the leading edge when 
designing for Mars? May well the primitive paradigm of the 
Neolithic period model the future of architectural design? 
Could the new settlers/scientists, in the course using the 
current knowledge and technology, be sufficiently competent 
and dexterous, thus successfully bringing to completion a 
future project of community living on another planet? Will 
this be the solitary salvation of humankind? Our proposal is 
taking you through matter, time and space!

 Curatorial team
Petros Lapithis, Lia Lapithi, Nikos Kouroussis, Ioanna Ioan-
nou Xiari, Cyprus Space Exploration Organisation.
All members of the team are based in Cyprus. 
 
 Sponsored by

Cultural Services of the Deputy Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Cyprus 
 Co-organizers

Cultural Services of the Deputy Ministry of Culture of the 
Republic of Cyprus
Cyprus Architects Association
 Supported by

Cyprus Institute
Department of Antiquities of the Republic of Cyprus 
University of Nicosia
Pantheon Cultural Association

 Commissioner
Petros Dymiotis, Cultural Officer at the Department of 
Modern and Contemporary Culture of the Deputy Ministry 
of Culture of the Republic of Cyprus

Architectural Quests in the Metaverse
Aligned with the Open Metaverse Initiative recently 
launched by the University of Nicosia, Faculty of the Depart-
ment of Architecture tested ideas about the virtual world 
through their presentation given at the ASCAAD 2022 
Conference. 
 Creating for the Metaverse, appears to involve new oppor-
tunities for architects and academia: Members of our faculty 
presented their latest research paper Metascapes: Architec-
tural Quests in the Metaverse investigated the appropriate-
ness of CAAD software and computational design tools for 
the creation of Metaverse content, assessing the validity of 
the architecture design studio research in the virtual realm. 

Faculty/Authors: Michail Georgiou, Odysseas Georgiou, 
Ioulios Georgiou
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Λευκωσία, Ιούλιος 2023 | Στιγμιότυπα από τα εγκαίνια της έκθεσης του Επίτιμου 

Διδάκτορα της Σχολής μας, καθηγητή Κ. Σπυρόπουλου, στην γκαλερί Γκλόρια.
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 Connecting students of different educational backgrounds 
and levels, contributes to a better educational path from 
elementary school to university. 
 Also, increasing the international exchange and including 
mentoring activities in the HEI curricula provides quality in 
the educational offer. Furthermore, seeing that student men-
toring programmes mainly focus on matching young people 
of different ethnic backgrounds, the project gives answers to 
a need for a more inclusive society and education.

Aims and Methodology
Mentor Your Future is designed to address three main stake-
holders of HEI’s: the students, teachers and staff and policy 
makers. 
 The project will inspire university students to become role 
models for young people with less opportunities and to 
support them in their development; therefore they will take 
their responsibility for a more inclusive society. It will also 
support the development of transversal skills in HE students 
through mentoring activities, allowing them to increase their 
leadership and to be effective in HE and in the labor market. 
Student mentors will also take part in international net-
working moments and in transnational learning activities on 
mentoring.
 MYFuture aims to assist HEI’s staff and teachers realize the 
value of mentoring for students and young people’s develop-
ment, for inclusive educational pathways and for equality in 
society. HEI’S staff will develop competences and knowledge 
on how to make student mentoring part of the HEI’S curric-
ula and how to implement more mentoring schemes within 
HEI’S. 
 Moreover, throughout the project there will be impact 
events for policy makers to learn about the impact of 
mentoring on young people’s lives and ultimately on social 
inclusion.

UNIC contribution
One of the main responsibilities of UNIC in the project is to 
lead partners in implementing one of the 4 Intellectual Out-
puts of the project. The Intellectual Output 4 of the project 

Ioulia Papageorgi, Katerina Georgaki, Andri Anastasiou, 
Alexandros Antonaras
Mentor your Future

Mentor Your Future (MYFuture) is a 3 years long, highly 
innovative Erasmus + project, in which the University of 
Nicosia (UNIC) participates as a partner. The project focuses 
on the development of a common European methodology 
and tools for mentoring in Higher Education Institutions 
(HEI’s) to pursuit social inclusion. The UNIC joined forc-
es with 5 other organizations in Europe (HEIs, NGOs and 
social enterprises from Netherlands, Spain, France, Bulgaria 
and Germany) aiming to connect their expertise and to de-
velop innovative tools that will create a common European 
methodology to implement student mentoring in HEI.

UNIC is represented to MYFuture, by a team of its pro-
fessionals namely by Dr Alexandros Antonaras, Dr Ioulia 
Papageorgi, Ms Andri Anastasiou and Ms Katerina Georgaki.

Rationale
In Europe there is need for a broad use of mentoring for so-
cial inclusion within and beyond educational organizations 
and MYFuture is a fundamental step for this process. The 
elaborate preparation of the consortium partners showed 
that there has been a growing number of universities in Eu-
rope introducing mentoring activities for and by students.
 However, this knowledge is isolated within universities and 
it is mainly executed on a relatively small scale. Educational 
institutes seek the opportunity to take the next step in their 
mentoring methodology and to connect to other experts.
 In a mentoring relationship, students of different educa-
tional backgrounds coach and support an individual learner 
(elementary school children, students of secondary or voca-
tional education) in a one-on-one relationship. This mentor-
ing relationship is powerful, it is based on tailor-made learn-
ing between two people. As a result, students develop their 
personal leadership and learn to make informed decisions 
for their education, career, and life. This result is not just for 
the learners –also called mentees– but also for the student 
mentors.

RESEARCH & PROJECTS
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The legendary Medea by Dimitris Papaioannou is one of the produc-

tions which will be genetically researched and analyzed in the frame-

work of the ‘Genesis’ project. Photo by René Habermacher, 2008.

The documentation stage includes exhaustive archival research and 

study of the primary creative material, such as drafts and successive 

editions of the dramatic work, directors’ notebooks on staging and 

choreography, and audiovisual material. Dr Avra Xepapadakou 

when processing the archive of Romeo Castellucci.

Casting, training, and rehearsals: this stage focuses on the close obser-

vation, recording, and study of the selection, didascalic and directo-

rial methods, rehearsals, and the various versions of the final stage 

outcome. Dimitris Papaioannou during the auditions for his latest 

creation Transverse Orientation. Photo by Julian Mommert.

The first rehearsals for the latest creation of Dimitris Papaioannou 

Transverse Orientation took place at the studio of ‘Megaron - The 

Athens Concert Hall’. We were there, during this unorthodox period, 

to observe and record every aspect of the creative process of this 

unique director. Photo by Eleni Papalexiou, The ‘Genesis’ Project.

plished and experienced researchers, with collaborating in-

stitutional partners the Aristotle University of Thessaloniki, 

the University of Antwerp, and the University of Rennes 2.

What is the genetic analysis of the performing arts and how is 

it implemented?
Genetic analysis has to do with the study of all the stages of 

the creative process, from initial conception up to comple-

tion on stage. It focuses on the gradual realization of dra-

matic and scenic composition, on the creators’ elaboration of 

dramatic material, the identification and comprehension of 

the theoretical background of artistic thought and of artists’ 

sources and references, the study of the process of rehearsal, 

the training of actors, the management of space, stage, sets, 

costumes, lighting, production, etc. The genetic approach 

of stage creation is nowadays considered a necessary pre-

supposition for the scientific analysis and interpretation of a 

performance.

Project originality
The project ‘Genesis’ proposes for the first time a holistic and 

integrated model of genetic analysis of performance, starting 

from the documentation of creative material, the systematic 

observation and recording of training and rehearsals and fin-

ishing in the digital visualization of the creative process. The 

originality and innovation of the project lies mainly in the 

research on major questions occupying scholars in the field 

of academic studies, which will be based on solid primary, 

and largely unknown evidence. Furthermore, the research 

will lead to the creation of an important primary resource 

available to the academic community.

Dimitris Papaioannou, Transverse Orientation

Research develops amid strict Covid-19 restrictions, as Dim-

itris Papaioannou is going ahead with a vigorous schedule 

of rehearsals for his new creation. The first rehearsals took 

place at the studio of ‘Megaron’ Athens Concert Hall. We 

were there during this unorthodox period to observe and 

record every aspect of the creative process of this unique di-
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EDITORIAL

Dear Readers,

I It is with great pleasure that I introduce the third edition of 
the School of Humanities and Social Sciences Newsletter. We 
have received many submissions from colleagues across our 
School, which feature Research and Projects, Publications, 
Conferences and Events, and Achievements of faculty and 
students of our School during 2021.
 As a multi-disciplinary School encompassing six Depart-
ments in diverse areas of the Humanities and Social Scienc-
es, we believe that it is important to showcase the work that 
is done within the various Departments in order to stimulate 
synergies between Departments and support the formulation 
of cross-disciplinary research collaborations.
 As we approach the end of 2021, another challenging year 
due to the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, the Editorial 
Committee and I are grateful to all colleagues who have 
taken the time to put in writing their projects, publications, 
activities and achievements to be disseminated via our 
Newsletter. As you read this Newsletter I hope that you, like 

myself, will be inspired by featured colleagues’ scholarly ac-
tivities and their continuous pursuit of academic excellence. 
 I hope that you find the material interesting and stimulat-
ing. The Editorial Committee and I look forward to receiving 
your submissions for future editions of the SHSS Newsletter 
so that the work conducted by our diverse and multidiscipli-
nary School community is showcased and communicated to 
the wider academic community.

With best wishes,
Professor Ioulia Papageorgi
SHSS Newsletter Editor
Associate Dean of School
Professor, Social Sciences

SHSS NEWSLETTER 2021–22 | 28

ACHIEVEMENTS Department of Languages and Literature
CollaborationWith the support of the University of 

Nicosia Global Semesters and especial-

ly of Ms Laura Kneese Charalambidou, 

the School of Humanities and Social 

Sciences is participating in a virtu-

al collaboration with Susquehanna 

University, USA. In Spring 2021, two 

UNIC courses, “History of Art” taught 

by Dr Elena Parpa (Department of 

Design and Multimedia), and “World 

Literatures in English” taught by 

Prof. Rossie Artemis (Department of 

Languages and Literature), are part-

ners with the course “OFVR: Virtual 

Go Cyprus” of Prof. Linada McMillin, 

Degenstein Professor of Leadership at 

Susquehanna University. The goal of 

this multicultural collaboration is to 

offer opportunities for a productive 

dialogue and exchange between stu-

dents from different cultural and ethnic 

backgrounds in the ongoing period of 

COVID pandemic. The students of the 

partner institutions collaborate on team 

projects that explore commonalities 

and contrasts between cultural prod-

ucts such as folktales and monuments. 

Upon completion of the project, the 

students will produce video essays and 

presentations that reflect the perspec-

tives of all partners involved on the 

cultures of Cyprus, Greece, Palestine, 

Russia, Ukraine, Jordan, Azerbaijan, 

Norway, India, and the USA.Elected memberGreek National Council of Research, 

Technology and Innovation.

Dr Avra Xepapadakou, academic 

coordinator of the MA Programme in 

Greek Civilization, has been elected 

regular member of the Sectorial Scien-

tific Council of Tourism, Culture and 

Creative Industries, 2020-2023.

Establishment of The Cyprus Linguistics 

and Humanities Research Group

As of April 2021, the Senate of the 

University of Nicosia has approved the 

establishment of The Cyprus Linguistics 

and Humanities Research Group, which 

is affiliated with the Department of 

Languages and Literature. The group 

aims to:    • encourage the collaboration of the 

faculty members under the umbrella of 

a common research group,

 • foster the publication of high-quality 

research papers in top tier journals (i.e., 

Scopus Q1),  • help the faculty members to build 

collaboration bonds with distinguished 

researchers from the University of Nic-

osia and/or other universities,

 • seek for research funding,

 • organize lectures with the partici-

pation of the general audience includ-

ing students, teachers, and university 

professors.
AwardsDr George Georgiou from the Depart-

ment of Languages and Literature was 

awarded the Seal of Excellence for his 

research proposal submitted under the 

Horizon 2020’s Marie Skłodowska-Cu-

rie action. The project proposal “Development 

of children’s perceptual flexibility in L1 

accent variation and the role of cog-

nitive skills” following evaluation by 

an international panel of independent 

experts was rated as a high-quality 

project proposal in a highly compet-

itive evaluation process. This means 

passing, with a score of 85% or more, 

all stringent Horizon 2020 assessment 

thresholds for the 3 award criteria (ex-

cellence, impact, quality and efficiency 

of implementation) required to receive 

funding from Horizon 2020.

 This proposal is recommended for 

funding by other sources and provides 

the opportunity to bring a high-quality 

research project in Cyprus.
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DEPARTMENT of

 Conference

Art & Design Research Lab
Department of Design and Multimedia, University of 
Nicosia

Dr Elena Parpa, Dr Niki Sioki, Dr Evanthia (Evi) Tselika

Decentering art and design history: research, practice, 
education | University of Nicosia, 15−17 June 2023

The international conference examined the development of 
art and design history in the Mediterranean region during 
the twentieth century. It focused on how colonialism, post-
colonialism, conflicting nationalist ideologies and Western 
discourses of modernity have shaped: a) the development 
of historiography, b) the methodological and interpretative 
approaches, including artistic and curatorial, through which 
history has been written and c) the narrative forms adopted 
to articulate it.
 Keynote speakers included Griselda Pollock, Gabriel 
Koureas and Zeina Maasri.

 The conference was officially supported by the Cyprus 
Chamber of Fine Arts, the Hambis Printmaking Museum, 
and Phytorio, Visual Artists & Art Theorists Association.
 More information: https://sites.google.com/view/
dadhconference2023/home
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LANGUAGES AND LITERATURE

The full paper:Georgiou, G. P. & Dimitriou, D. (2023). Perception of Dutch 

vowels by Cypriot Greek listeners: to what extent can listen-

ers’ patterns be predicted by acoustic and perceptual similar-

ity? Attention, Perception, and Psychophysics. doi: 10.3758/

s13414-023-02781-7https://link.springer.com/article/10.3758/

s13414-023-02781-7?fbclid=IwAR1l2ZivH5J0uuqN_

Xcrn8Sdnx7X2ky7s1_tCRpKqQAoI_2CsL8pCzQE_30 
•

Edited volume: Advances in Second/Foreign Language Acqui-

sition (published by Palgrave Macmillan) 
This book includes studies that 
employ a variety of research 
techniques from diverse fields 
targeting a better understanding 
of the second language (L2)/ 
foreign language (FL) acquisi-
tion process including issues of 
heritage language (HL) learning. 
Specifically, the chapters discuss 
matters such as speech percep-
tion and production patterns 
in a second/foreign language, 
factors that facilitate second lan-

guage acquisition, acquisition of heritage languages, teaching 

of a second/foreign language, and acquisition of second/

foreign language grammatical and other structures, among 

others. The investigation of L2/FL and HLs is of paramount 

importance for updating the existing theories in the field 

and maximizing learning outcomes for the sake of effective 

communication, cultivation of intercultural understanding, 

career advancement, and personal development. The book is 

of interest to a wide range of disciplinary audiences, includ-

ing linguists, psychologists, educators, and social scientists.

The full volume:Georgiou, G. P., Giannakou, A., & Savvidou, C. (2023) (Eds). 

Advances in Second Foreign Language Acquisition. Palgrave 

MacMillan. ISBN: 978-3-031-38521-6

•
12 January 2023 | Cyprus Research Award to Dr G. Georgiou

The Dean's Office (SHSS) would like to share with the UNic 

community the following message received from Prof. Polina 

Mackay, HoD of Languages and Literature, with the news of 

the IDEK award given to Dr George Georgiou.
Last night I had the pleasure of attending the Cyprus awards 

for innovation and research, where our colleague George 

was given a recognition award for his research. The award 

was for the Cyprus Research Award – Young Researcher in 

the field of Humanities and Social Sciences for 2023, and was 

awarded by IDEK (Research and Innovation Foundation). 

Please see here https://www.research.org.cy/en/rtdi-culture/

research-award/ for more information.

 Please join me in extending our warmest congratulations 

to George and wish him all the best with his future research 

and projects!
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8th International Conference on Typography & Visual 
Communication
Beyond the obvious | Typography and Visual 
Communication in times of disruption
Thessaloniki, Greece, 5–9 July 2022
Helexpo / Ioannis Vellidis Congress Centre

ICTVC celebrated 20 years of existence; the 8th international 
conference took place in Thessaloniki, Greece, from 5 to 9 
July 2022. Despite the many challenges and the problems 
due to the pandemic and war crises etc., the 8th ICTVC 2022 
was another successfully organised and ran event with more 
than 100 speakers, workshops, exhibitions and happenings.
 ICTVC is organised by the Institute for the Study of 
Typography & Visual Communication and is endorsed by 
the Department of Design & Multimedia, University of 
Nicosia, Cyprus, the Department of Typography & Graphic 

DEPARTMENT of

Communication, University of Reading, UK, the Depart-
ment of Graphic and Visual Communication, University of 
West Attica, Greece, the School of Art Design and Creative 
Industries, Wichita State University, USA, the Royal College 
of Art, Postgraduate Art and Design, UK, as well as by a 
number of professional associations, research institutions, 
and museums.
In his opening speech, Prof. Klimis Mastoridis, General 
Secretary of ICTVC, said that “throughout these days we 
will have the chance to interact with each other, discuss, and 
learn how colleagues, professional practitioners, students, 
and educators from various countries and continents feel 
about the current environment, where typography and visual 
communication is taught and practiced; but also, find out 
more about the meeting places between our field and other 
disciplines. Once again, this is a time to ask questions and 
a unique opportunity to think about the issues this confer-
ence has been set up to explore. As it was stated in our call, 
our intention is to “face the challenges and opportunities in 
turbulent and uncertain times like these”...

More information
https://www.facebook.com/ictvc.org
https://ictvc.org/2022/en/
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ing about the correct use of materials and resources available 

and also considering the life cycle of the products. Terzariol 

asks; “which design should be used for a sustainable future”?

Workshop Becoming an Architect / Designer for the day

19 March 2022, Department of Architecture (ARC), Univer-

sity of NicosiaStudents: 70 students from Lyceums and Private schools of 

CyprusFaculty Members: All members of The Department 

Students: 2nd, 4th and 5th year students

In a vibrant workshop at the Architecture department, local 

high school students were asked to consider the city of the 

future. Students worked in groups to produce creative col-

lage images depicting their ideas about future cities. Explor-

ing ideas about social and environmental problems, students 

highlighted current crises, but also proposed inventive ideas 

about possible future scenarios based on environmental 

issues, technology and fictional worlds. The images provoked 

a stimulating discussion about the future city.

 Students were given a presentation about the main areas 

Italian Design Day 2022 Lecture by Alex Terzariol:

“Which design?”
23 March 2022, University of Nicosia, Department of Archi-

tecture / Italian Embassy, Nicosia

Italian Embassy: H.E. Federica Ferrari Bravo, the Ambas-

sador of the Embassy of Italy in Nicosia, Marie Ghalanos; 

Cultural Office and Rocco Pace; Office of the Ambassador

Presenation: Alex Terzariol, Designer; General Manager, 

MM Design, ADI Delegate for International Activities

Faculty member: Alessandra Swiny, University of Nicosia

Through an ongoing collaboration between the Department 

of Architecture and the Italian Embassy, the Italian design 

day foregrounded the importance of sustainable design 

through a lecture by Italian designer Alex Terzariol from the 

award winning MM Design in Milan. Terzariol emphasized 

that design should focus on respect and care for the environ-

ment in which we live, considering the whole design process 

as one which avoids traces of our passage and prevents ir-

reparable damage to the environment. He stressed that being 

a designer today is, first of all, a responsibility because our 

approach to design can help us rethink the future. 

 The Italian Design Day event was seen as an opportunity 

for Re-generation; motivating the new generations of design-

ers, but also to those who are called to commit themselves 

more and more to designing inclusive beauty; to be able to 

take charge of design requests, while at the same time worry-

DEPARTMENT of ARCHITECTURE

Lorem ipsum

23.03.2022     12 PM
Speaker : Alex Terzariol

ADI Delegate for International Activities

Lecture : Wich design?

in collaboration with  

Department of Architecture

University of Nicosia
Cyprus
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ing Apple, BBC Online, The Times, Channel 4, Mayo Clinic, 
Shiseido, Coca-Cola, Christian Dior, and the England foot-
ball team. Brody's work has profoundly influenced the field 
of graphic communication and has been widely exhibited 
and published. His seminal contributions are captured in the 
two-volume The Graphic Language of Neville Brody, which 
was accompanied by an exhibition at the Victoria and Albert 
Museum. During his lecture at the University of Nicosia, 
Brody will discuss the third volume in the series, published 
in 2023. Neville Brody is also Professor of Communication  
the Royal College of Art, where he is Dean of the School of 
Communication and Head of the Visual Communication 
programme.

https://www.unic.ac.cy/neville-brody-at-the-university-of-
nicosia/  |  https://www.unic.ac.cy/el/event/neville-brody-at-
the-university-of-nicosia/

Το Πανεπιστήμιο Λευκωσίας έχει την τιμή να φιλοξενήσει τον 
παγκοσμίου φήμης γραφίστα Neville Brody σε μια μοναδική 
εκδήλωση που θα πραγματοποιηθεί στις 3 Ιουλίου, ώρα 18:30, 
στο αμφιθέατρο του κεντρικού κτηρίου. Ο Brody, ένας από 
τους πιο αναγνωρισμένους σχεδιαστές της γενιάς του, θα μοι-
ραστεί τις γνώσεις και την εμπειρία του με το κοινό, προσφέ-
ροντας μια ανεπανάληπτη ευκαιρία για έμπνευση και μάθηση.

DESIGN AND MULTIMEDIA

NEVILLE BRODY AT THE UNIVERSITY OF NICOSIA
Neville Brody | Free Me from Freedom
Public Lecture | 3 July 2024 at 18.30 | University of Nicosia, 
Main Auditorium
Professor Neville Brody will present his new book and design 
work, focusing on key themes around creativity, democracy 
and risk taking
The University of Nicosia (UNIC) is delighted to host 
world-renowned graphic designer Neville Brody for an ex-
clusive event. A leading figure in contemporary design, Nev-
ille Brody will share his extensive knowledge and experience, 
providing the audience with a unique source of inspiration 
and insight into the world of design.
 Neville Brody will also be the keynote speaker at the grad-
uation ceremony of the School of Humanities and Social 
Sciences at the University of Nicosia. During the event, he 
will receive an honorary doctorate from the School. The 
ceremony will take place on 2 July at the University's Open 
Amphitheatre.
 Neville Brody is a leading typographer and internation-
ally acclaimed visual communicator specialising in brand 
design and corporate identity strategy. Founder of design 
studio Brody Associates, Brody first came to prominence 
in the 1980s as creative director of The Face magazine. His 
influential career has included work for major record labels, 
magazines, and a wide range of international clients includ-

SHSS NEWSLETTER 2024 | 23

Zacharaki, delivered the keynote speech highlighting the 

need for more and better staffed social services in the field 

of child protection. The conference was well attended by 

parents and professionals alike.

Finally, on 20 April, the Social Work Programme co-

organised a conference in Georskipou Paphos, in 

collaboration with the Municipal Prevention Group 

of Georskipou and the Associations of Parents and 

Guardians of Schools of the Municipality of Geroskipou. 

The conference was entitled “Prevention and handling of 

offensive behaviours: The role of family and school”.  The 

aim of the conference was to inform parents and teachers 

about their role in preventing juvenile delinquency by 

discussing how their actions affect children’s emotional 

and social development. The conference closed with an 

experiential workshop for parents discussing their main 

issues face and possible solutions to help them better 

fulfil their role. The collaboration was affirmed by signing 

a Memorandum of Understanding with the Municipal 

Prevention Group of Georskipou and the University of 

Nicosia, which will allow for the development of further 

actions and initiatives.

SOCIAL SCIENCES
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