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Course Purpose
and Objectives

Throughout the 20th century, scholarly discussions, and to some extent
consensus, foresaw the waning influence of religion as a societal force. This
was attributed to processes such as modernization, scientific and
technological advancements, social progress, or Communist revolutions.
Contrary to these predictions, religion has demonstrated little indication of
diminishing in public significance. Various events, such as the lIranian
Revolution of 1979, the emergence of the Religious Right in the United States
in the 1980s and beyond, outbreaks of sectarian violence in places like
Northern Ireland, India, Lebanon, and Bosnia-Herzegovina, the rise of militant
Islamic groups like Al Qaeda, Boko Haram, and ISIS, the 9/11 attacks in the
US, and the role of religion in supporting democratic movements in parts of
Latin America, Africa, Eastern Europe, and Asia, all underscore religion's
enduring impact on social and political life. Recognizing this, social and
political scientists have come to understand that religion is a force that
demands better comprehension.

Religion and politics, both contentious subjects, have become the focal point
of heated debates in recent decades across the social sciences. This course
provides an introduction to the intersection of religion and politics. It delves
into the social role of religion, concentrating specifically on its role in politics,
broadly defined to encompass not only government but also contests over the
exercise of social, political, and economic power. The course explores a
diverse array of issues, ranging from examining the interplay between
modernity, religion, and secularism to exploring the connection between
religion and terrorism, as well as the role of religion in either supporting or
opposing democracy and social change. Various religious traditions are
explored, with cases drawn from around the world.

The main objectives of the course are to:

e Introduce the intricate interplay between religion and politics,
highlighting the diverse nature of their relationship.
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Explore ongoing discussions pertaining to the intersection of politics
and religion in contemporary contexts.

Scrutinize the foundational factors influencing the dynamic
relationship between politics and religion

Explore the various religions present in the region of South Eastern
Mediterranean and in Europe

Critically examine the dynamic interaction between religion and
politics

Equip students with conceptual and analytical tools to study the role
of religion in processes of political contestation, cooperation, and
change

Facilitate students’ comprehension of contemporary global
relationships between religion and politics

Aid students in gaining evaluative insights into diverse facets of both
religions and politics

Foster the development of critical thinking, research, and analytical
skills through readings, discussions, and assignments

I(_)ia::;ry:]% s After completion of the course students are expected to be able to:

1. Gain insight into the primary ways in which religious communities and
political institutions interact.

2. Describe and analyze diverse perspectives on how religion is
understood within political contexts.

3. Evaluate how general theories concerning the role of religion in
politics effectively engage with the experiences of various traditions
and countries.

4. Acquire an understanding of the diversity inherent in religious
organizations and experiences worldwide.

5. Comprehend various concepts of secularism and critically assess the
key criticisms that the secularization theory faces.

6. Recognize religion as a multifaceted entity encompassing beliefs,
formal institutions, elements of group identity, component of civil
society, and actors at local, national, and international levels.

7. Examine the relationship between religion and violence.

8. Develop enhanced written and verbal communication skills, as well as
refined critical thinking abilities.

9. Cultivate learning skills that empower self-directed education and
enable academic work at a professional level within the intended field.

10. Demonstrate efficient utilization of libraries, bibliographical material,
and academic research

Prerequisites None Required
Course Content 1. Introduction to the Study of Religion and Politics

2. The Sociology of Religion

3. Modernity, Secularization, and the Persistence of Religion

4. Religion in Social Movements

5. Religion and Nationalism

6. Religion, Violence, and the ‘Clash of Civilizations’

7. The Politics of Church and State

8. Religion and Political Parties / The Rise and transformation of

Religious Parties
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9. Religion and Identity Politics

10. Religion and Immigrant Incorporation in Europe
11. Muslims in Europe

12. Religion and Liberal Democracy

Teaching
Methodology

Lectures, Discussions, Assignments, Debates, videos, guest lectures, field
trips
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Assessment

Assignment(s), midterm exam, final exam, participation, response to papers,
presentations, quizzes

Language

English




