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Course Title

European Foreign and Security Policy in the era of Transatlantic Shifts and
Tech Revolutions

Course Code PGT-308
Course Type Elective

Prerequisite PGT-104
Level 1st cycle

Year / Semester

6th-8th semester

Teacher’s Name

Dr. Constantinos Adamides

ECTS

6 Lectures / week |1 Laboratories/ | N/A
week

Course Purpose
and Objectives

Purpose: This course provides a comprehensive exploration of European
Foreign and Security Policy, with a particular emphasis on the
transformations brought about by shifting transatlantic relations and rapid
technological change. It aims to equip students with a critical understanding
of the EU's foreign policy instruments, strategic objectives, and the
obstacles it faces in a complex and evolving global landscape. By analyzing
the EU's response to contemporary challenges such as geopolitical conflicts,
technological disruptions, and transatlantic tensions, the course seeks to
foster nuanced perspectives on the EU's role as an international actor and
the future of European security.

Objectives:

e The main goal of the course is twofold: to provide a reflective analysis of the
goals and the underlying logic driving the formulation and evolution of the
Common Foreign and Security Policy (CFSP) and the Common Security and
Defence Policy (CSDP).

e Evaluate the major challenges the European Union (EU) encounters in
implementing its foreign and security policy goals, particularly in the context
of changing transatlantic relations and rapid technological advancements.

e Critically examine the EU Global Strategy, assessing the feasibility of its
proposed goals in light of transatlantic realignments and the impact of
technological disruptions.

e Focus on the EU's challenges and opportunities in its pursuit to become a
global geopolitical actor, especially considering the impact of the war in
Ukraine, transatlantic dynamics, and the transformative effects of
technology.
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e Analyze the challenges and potential risks associated with the EU's 'de-
risking' strategies in a world shaped by shifting alliances and technological
dependencies.

e Explore the future trajectory of EU-NATO relations and the broader
prospects for European defense cooperation, taking into account both
transatlantic tensions and the potential for technological innovation to
reshape military capabilities.

e Focus on contemporary EU foreign and security developments, including
disinformation campaigns, terrorism, immigration pressures, the war in
Ukraine, and tensions in the Eastern Mediterranean, while also examining
the roles of transatlantic relations and technological factors in exacerbating
or mitigating these challenges.

Learning
Outcomes

After completion of the course students are expected to be able to:

1. lllustrate knowledge of the historical evolution and present
development of CFSP and CSDP.

2. Assess and appraise the composition and functioning of the CFSP and
CSDP.

3. Discuss the complexity of inter-state relations and state power balance
within the Union in the context of the CFSP/CSDP.

4. Analyze whether and to what extent the 27 EU member states have
managed to create a common and coherent foreign policy.

5. Assess the processes and interests that shape the steps and decisions
undertaken by the EU member states and the Union as a whole concerning
foreign and defense policy matters.

6. Assess the EU’s ability to deal with border conflicts.

7. Assess the EU’s ability to act as a geopolitical and geostrategic actor and
as a security provider for the neighborhood (not least by analyzing the EU’s
Global Strategy).

8. Assess the geopolitical challenges faced by the EU, following the war in
Ukraine, but also the contemporary challenges such as disinformation and
other hybrid threats.

9. Demonstrate comprehension of the foreign and defense policies of the
EU vis-a-vis third states and regions as mentioned above.

10. Demonstrate comprehension and ability to analyze the impact of EU
foreign and security policy regarding specific contemporary issues such as
the geopolitical developments in the East Med region, terrorism, the exit of
the UK from the EU, and the war in Ukraine.

11. Demonstrate a strong ability to comprehend the EU's challenges in
balancing its relationship with the US and the growing pressure from China.
12. Analyze the extent to which the EU can de-risk before creating major
vulnerabilities.

13. Critically assess how the technological developments create challenges
for the EU coping as a major geopolitical actor with global influence
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Prerequisites

N/A

Required N/A

Course Content

EFSP - historical and institutional part

Integration developments/models

EU’s international role

Historical Evolution of CFSP and ESDP/CSDP

Pre and post-Lisbon Treaty CSDP

CSDP Missions

CSDP and the gender dimension

EU’s existential crises and dilemmas — EU in a complex world
EU as a global foreign and security actor

EU as a normative power (?)

EU as a strategic and geopolitical actor

EU as a hard security actor

EU’s quest for a strategy for dealing with global developments

The challenges of formulating an EU Global Strategy

The challenge for implementation & PESCO

Safeguarding democracy and countering foreign interference (focus on
disinformation)

Europe’s security and defense

CSDP and gender

The hard and soft power of the EU

EU and NATO relations

EFSP in the post-Brexit era

Dealing with terrorism

CSDP and Cybersecurity & disinformation

Regional geopolitics and the EU’s role as a foreign and security actor
EU and Eastern Mediterranean

War in Ukraine

Transatlantic Relations in Flux

Impact of the shifting US foreign policy priorities on EU security and
defense.

Areas of cooperation and divergence between the EU and the US in
addressing global challenges.

Implications of transatlantic trade disputes and technological
competition for EU foreign policy.

EU-NATO relations

Role of technological innovation in shaping the future of European
defense capabilities.

The EU in the Age of Technological Disruption

Challenges and opportunities posed by artificial intelligence, cyber
warfare, and other emerging technologies.
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EU's regulatory approach to technology and its impact on foreign
policy objectives.

The role of technological innovation in enhancing EU defense
capabilities and promoting strategic autonomy.

The EU’s Digital Foreign Policy

EU's approach to digital diplomacy and cyber security on the global
stage.

EU's role in shaping international norms and standards for technology
governance.

Impact of disinformation and cyberattacks on EU foreign policy
decision-making.

Teaching Lectures, Student Presentations, Assignments, Class discussions
Methodology

o Required Textbooks (books/articles), Podcasts and Websites
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Class Participation,
Class Presentations,
Mid-Term,

Take-home assignments
Final-Exam

Assessment

Language English
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