
 

Course title Furniture Design 

Course code INT-452 

Course type Required 

Level 1st Cycle 

Year / Semester 4th/Spring 

Teacher’s name Efstathiou Anna 

ECTS 6 Lectures / week 1/w Laboratories / week  

Course purpose and 
objectives 

The main objectives of the course are to: 

• Familiarize students to the development through time, and to the 
morphological characteristics and styles of furniture design.  

• Provide an overview of the context and the background of the society 
within which different styles took place. 

• Examine methods of production, techniques, as well as technological 
background that support production and design of furniture. 

• Investigate materials and their properties, methods of construction, 
application and performance. 

• Encourage and/or carry out visits to industry and manufacturers.  

• Learn about specifications/sourcing of materials, recycling of materials. 

• Encourage the critical and analytical sense through a set of theoretical 
and practical assignments that aim to strengthen students’ oral, writing 
and creative skills. 

Learning outcomes 

After completion of the course students are expected to be able to: 

1. Relate and explain significant moments in the history of furniture design, 
whether those regard movements, styles or products.                                                                                  
Demonstrate theoretical knowledge:   1. on basic techniques, 2. on 
conventional, new or smart materials and their properties and 
characteristics, 3. on methods of construction and production.  

2. Demonstrate the ability to identify and analyze interior design layouts and 
furnishings in terms of form, function, materials, and methods of 
production; and to also be able to situate them in a cultural context.  

3. Suggest methods of production for furniture design proposals. 
4. Distinguish between characteristics of mechanized material construction 

systems and hand worked materials. 

Prerequisites None Required  

Course content 

• History of design, furniture design, industrial design, European, non-
European traditions 

• Manufacturing techniques 

• Material properties, applications 



• Local industry/ Other industries 

Teaching methodology 
Slideshow Lectures, Group Presentations, Assignments and Drawn Projects, 
Class Discussions, Site visits. 

Bibliography 

Required Textbooks / Readings: 
 

Title Author(s) Publisher Year ISBN 

Furniture for 

Interior Design 

Booth, Sam, 

Plunkett, Drew 

Laurence 

King 

Publishing 

2014 97817806
74278 

Furniture 

Design : An 

Introduction 

to 

Development, 

Materials, 

Manufacturing 

Stuart Lawson Laurence 

King 

Publishing 

2013 97817806
72120, 
97817806
75190 

Furniture 

Design 

Jim Postell Wiley 2012 97811180
90787 

Furnitecture 

Furniture That 

Transforms 

Space 

Anna Yudina Thames & 

Hudson 

2015 97805005
17765 

Recommended Textbooks / Readings: 
 

Title Author(s) Publisher Year ISBN 

Furniture Studio: 
Materials, Craft, and 
Architecture 

Jeffrey Karl 
Ochsner 

University 
of 
Washington 
Press 

2012 97802959
91559 

An Illustrated Guide 
to Furniture History 

Joclyn M. Oats Routledge 2021 97803678
08297, 
97810004
06078, 
97810004
06108 

Furniture / Möbel 
Design 

LOFT publications Te Neues 2002 3-8238-
5575-1 



Smart Materials 
In 
architecture, 
Interior 
architecture 
and design 

Ritter, Aje l Birkhauser 2007 978-3-
7643-
7327-6 

20th c Furniture 
Design 

 

Sembach – 
Leuthauser - 
Gossel 

Taschen 1991 3-8228-
0276-X 

The best 
tables, chairs, 
lights 

 Rotovision 2001 2-89046-
651-2 

Furniture World 
styles from classical 
to contemporary 

Miller, Judith DK 2005 1 
40530654
8 

Fifty chairs 
that changed 
the world 

Design museum Conran 2009 97818409
15402 

Design of the 
20th century 

Fiell Charlotte and 
Peter 

Taschen 2012 97838365
41060 

 

 

Assessment 
Classroom participation is assessed, as well as projects, assignments, midterm 
and final exams. 

Language English 

 


