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Objectives of the Course:
The main objectives of the course are to:
 Introduce the students to the discipline of engineering geology.
 Provide the general concepts arising from the theory of plate tectonics.
 Obtain knowledge on the internal and external processes that take place on the
Earth’s interior and exterior.
 Appraise the consequences that arise from the external process of the erosion
cycle which include the physical and mechanical properties of soils and rocks.
 Teach methods for controlling landslides and slope stability analysis.
 Prepare the students for both theoretical and applied examples specifically
designed for Civil Engineers.
 Provide the principles for field methods for geological exploration of soils and
rocks.
Learning Outcomes:
After completion of the course students are expected to:
 Demonstrate knowledge of the Geology’s most important theory: Plate
Tectonics.
 Explain the internal and external processes of the Earth and the erosion process
of the rock cycle.
 Discuss how these processes (internal and external) are useful in the analysis of
the physical and mechanical properties of rocks and soils.
 Explain the implications of failures like landslides and slope stability in both
weak and hard soils and rocks.
 Demonstrate practical knowledge on the solution of applied problems
specifically designed for civil engineers and learn also from case studies.
 Understand and explain physical phenomena that are related with
geomechanics.
 Demonstrate basic knowledge and solving skills on numerical problems in
geotechnics.

Course Contents:
 Introduction to Engineering Geology.
 Geology and theory of plate tectonics.
 Physical properties of rocks.
 Mechanical properties of rocks.
 Soil and rock slopes
 Landslides of soils and rocks.
 Geological exploration of soils and rocks
Learning Activities and Teaching Methods:
Lectures, in-class examples and exercises, projects, discussion.
Assessment Methods:
Homework assignments, final project, mid-term exams, final exam.
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