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Objectives of the Course:
The aims of this course are to enable students to . . .
1. explore, investigate and develop an understanding of major concepts and principles of
ecological science
2. study the applications of ecology in conservation and resource management
3. practice a range of graduate skills, including discipline-specific skills
Learning Outcomes:
On completion of this course, successful students will be able to:
1.
2.
3.

explain the principles of population and community ecology
explain the functioning of freshwater aquatic ecosystems and terrestrial ecosystems
apply experimental and quantitative approaches to the recording, analysis and
interpretation of ecological systems
4. undertake practical investigations of selected ecosystems using appropriate
methodologies
5. demonstrate an understanding of ecological principles and their applications
6. produce competent laboratory/fieldwork reports, including data evaluation and
literature-based reports

Course Content:
This course investigates various ecological systems, both freshwater and terrestrial, with
a particular focus on ecosystem, community and population dynamics. There is a strong
emphasis on practical applications of ecological science. Topics covered include
woodland, terrestrial ecology, Mediterranean scrub, freshwater ecology and population
ecology; aspects of environmental quality in terrestrial and freshwater environments
including examination of pollutants and eutrophication.

Teaching Methods:
PPT Lectures, Videos, Readings, In-class discussion, fieldtrips, practicals
Assessment Methods
Assignments, mid-term exam, final exam
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