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Objectives of the Course:
The aims of this course are to enable students to . . .
1. understand the basic structure and functioning of ecosystems
2. understand the impacts of selected anthropogenic activities on ecosystems
3. practice a range of Graduate Skills, including discipline specific skills
Learning Outcomes:
On completion of this course, students are expected to:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

understand the major structural and functional aspects of selected ecosystems
understand the role of the major biogeochemical cycles
understand the ways in which ecosystems respond to natural and human-induced
environmental change
gather, analyse and present ecological data in an appropriate way
execute a practical investigation to test an hypothesis
write up a scientific investigation

Course Content:
The course includes: biogeography, climate/vegetation patterns, ecological process,
structure and functioning of selected ecosystems (e.g. woodlands, Mediterranean scrub
land, agro-ecosystems, aquatic ecosystems), human influences on ecosystems (including
examples of management), climate change and air pollutants (impacts on ecosystems),
handling of ecological data, descriptive statistics.
Teaching Methods:
PPT Lectures, Videos, Readings, in-class discussions, practicals, fieldwork
Assessment Methods
Assignments, mid-term exam, final exam
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