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Objectives of the course:
The main objectives of this course is that the students will:
• Familiarize with various environmental issues and environmental programs and
initiatives (e.g. Care, Green Peace, Eco Schools).
• Understand the basic functions and interactions of living organisms.
• Learn about the role of humans on the environment, and ways to sustain it.
• Explore issues pertaining to sustainable development
• Develop observation skills specific to observing micro-organisms in an ecosystem (e.g. a
forest), understand how human activity can affect the ecosystem and propose solutions.
• Know the importance of Environmental Education, Sustainable Development and
Science-Technology-Science movements and explore ways to approach environmental
issues as primary school teachers.
• Develop positive attitudes towards the environment.
Learning outcomes:
With the completion of the course the students will be able to:
• Explain the characteristics of ecosystems and the interactions (e.g. marine ecosystem, forest
ecosystem, ecosystem of their backyard).
• Design field studies and compare the different conditions that exist, and how these can affect
the living organisms, or the types of the living organisms in a specific field.
• Explain the environmental education movement.
• Compare the Sustainable Development movement to the first attempts to promote
environmental education and identify the main differences.
• Predict changes to an environmental system when a new living organism is introduced, or
when it is removed from the system.
• Demonstrate their understanding of Science-Technology-Society initiatives
• Prepare teaching activities to promote environmental education values.
• Design field trips to environmental centers in Cyprus.

Course content:
1. Ecosystems (forrest, marine ecosystem, the backyard as an ecostystem)
2. Interelations and interactions of ecosystems
3. Introduction of invasive species – case studies
4. Environmental Issues and Human
5. Socio-scientific issues
6. Environmental Education
7. Sustainable Development
8. Science-Techology-Society
9. Attitudes towards the envirnment – what the research has to say
10. Visit to an environmental center in Cyprus and participation in a day program.
Learning activities and teaching methods:
Lecture, workshops, experiential seminars, individual and group work, individual feedback,
student presentations, field work.
Assessment methods:
Formative assessment, feedback, individual research, collaborative work, presentations,
discussions
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