
 

ECTS Syllabus 

Course title International Political Economy   

Course code CYGH-201   

Course type Required 

Level 1st Cycle  

Year / Semester 2nd Year / Fall 

Teacher’s name Prof. Christos Papaneophytou  

ECTS 6 Lectures / week 3 Laboratories / week 0 

Course purpose and 
objectives 

The course introduces students to the theories, instruments, and actors of International 
Political Economy, to critically examine their relevance for global health, and to apply 
both theoretical and data-driven approaches to inform decision-making in health 
leadership and policy analysis. 

Learning outcomes 

After completion of the course students are expected to be able to:  

1. Critically analyse the main theories and approaches in  

International Political Economy and evaluate their application to global health 
challenges.  

2. Demonstrate knowledge of key economic instruments (micro- and 
macroeconomic policies) and explain how they influence global health systems 
and policies.  

3. Examine the role of major actors (states, markets, international 
organisations, and public/private sectors) in shaping the international economic 
system and its impact on health.  

4. Apply data-driven methods to support strategic decision-making in 
global health within the framework of International Political Economy.  

5. Inform policy analysis and leadership decisions in global health by 
integrating economic theories, institutional perspectives, and empirical 
evidence. 

Prerequisites None Required Yes 

Course content 
Module 1 content:  

• Balance of Payments and International Macroeconomic Accounting  

• Central Bank Reserves and Exchange Rate Regimes  



 
• Domestic Payment Systems and the Role of Commercial Banks  

• International Payments and Cross-Border Payment Systems 5. Central Banks and 
Monetary Policy Implementation Frameworks  

Module 2 content:  

• What are the goals of monetary policy  

• What are the tools of monetary policy  

• How is monetary policy conducted in major advanced economies  

• What are the effects of monetary policy  

• Applied case studies on monetary policy and income distribution  
Module 3 content:  

• Global health and trade:  

• Trade and externalities in production and consumption.  

• Trade and the tragedy of the commons. The case of global pollutants, 
biotech food, solar panels, fish, protected species and rare earth minerals. 
Protectionism of the health sector: national minimum content 
requirement and intellectual property protection in the drug sector.  

• Regulation of health-related environmental issues within international 
agreements  

• The reason for international agreements on pollution: the payoff matrix in 
environmental game  

• The Kyoto Protocol, the Paris Agreement, and the Green Deal.  

• The empirical cases of Health in All Policies (HiAP) 

Teaching 
methodology 

The teaching methods for this course are designed to facilitate students' mastery of key 
principles through a combination of lectures, interactive discussions, and practical 
exercises, fostering both theoretical understanding and applied skills. Project work is 
employed to demonstrate the application of theoretical knowledge in global health 
contexts.   
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Assessment 
Assessment instruments include formative assessment (project work) as well as 
final oral/written exams.   

Language English 

 


