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Course purpose and
objectives

This course provides a solid foundation in Public International Law as it applies to
environmental health, equipping students to understand how international standards
are made, interpreted and enforced across universal and regional systems. It integrates
core sources and institutions with treaty interpretation and comparative case-law
analysis, linking the right to health with environmental protection, climate and pollution
control, and the governance of determinants of health within a One Health perspective.
By the end, students will be able to identify applicable norms and actors, connect hard-
law and soft-law instruments to concrete environmental health problems, and
communicate clear, well-reasoned legal advice for policy and practice.

Learning outcomes

By the end of the course, students will be able to:

1. interpret and apply relevant international norms using recognized
canons of treaty interpretation;

2. identify State obligations connected to the right to health and
operationalize the AAAQ framework in environmentally driven scenarios;
3. distinguish hard and soft law and evaluate claims of progressive
realization and non-regression;

4. analyze and compare leading European and Inter-American
jurisprudence on health- and environment-related rights;

5. map the roles of States, international organizations and private actors in
environmental health governance;

6. and present clear, evidence-based legal arguments and policy

recommendations with due regard to ethics and data protection.

Prerequisites

None Required | Yes

Course content

The course opens with the subjects and actors of international law and the place of
international norms within domestic legal orders, then develops the system of sources
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with particular attention to treaties under the Vienna Convention, customary
international law and general principles, as well as the role of soft law in environmental
health governance. It examines universal and regional institutions and procedures—
including the United Nations system, treaty bodies and the European and Inter-
American human rights courts—covering petitions, admissibility, remedies and
supervision. Building on this institutional grounding, the course addresses responsibility
and reparation for transboundary environmental harm and health impacts, due
diligence and circumstances precluding wrongfulness, and compliance mechanisms. The
thematic core links human rights and environmental protection by exploring Article 12
ICESCR, the AAAQ framework, equality and non-discrimination, progressive realization
and nonregression, and the social and environmental determinants of health, including
air quality, water and sanitation, hazardous substances and climate-related risks;
throughout, students apply doctrine and jurisprudence to realistic case studies and
policy design tasks.

Teaching
methodology

The teaching methods for this course are designed to facilitate students' mastery of key
principles through a combination of lectures, interactive discussions, and practical
exercises, fostering both theoretical understanding and applied skills.

Project work is employed to demonstrate the application of theoretical knowledge in
global health contexts. The course integrates theory and practice through the analysis of
case studies, simulations, and teambased projects that address real-world challenges.
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To frame environmental dimensions, the course draws on Sands and Peel, Principles of
International Environmental Law (Cambridge University Press) and Boyle and Redgwell,
International Law and the Environment (Oxford University Press). Primary sources
include the UDHR, the ICESCR and CESCR General Comment No. 14 on the right to
health, complemented by relevant UN, WHO and regional instruments and judgments
made available through the course site.

Assessment

Assessment instruments include formative assessment (project work) as well as
final oral/written exams.

Language

English




