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Course purpose and
objectives

The purpose of the "Special Topics in Accounting" course is to equip students
with the ability to critically engage with advanced and emerging topics within the
field of accounting. Students will develop a deep understanding of contemporary
issues, research methodologies, and the application of theoretical concepts to
real-world scenarios.

Objectives of the course include:

1.

Understanding Key Topics: To provide students with a comprehensive
overview of current and significant issues in accounting, encouraging
exploration and critical examination of topics such as Corporate
Governance, International Accounting, and Forensic Accounting.

Developing Research Skills: To introduce students to the fundamentals
of accounting research methodologies and to enhance their ability to
conduct rigorous research, analyze complex problems, and synthesize
findings from diverse academic sources.

Enhancing Analytical Abilities: To guide students in performing high-
quality literature reviews that focus on identifying research gaps,
evaluating arguments and methodologies, and discerning the
implications of various studies.

Bridging Theory and Practice: To enable students to draw conclusions
and formulate practical recommendations for accounting professionals
and managers, grounded in their research and analysis.

Fostering Academic Writing: To support students in developing skills
for preparing research-based essays and proposals, with an emphasis
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on structuring arguments clearly and referencing scholarly resources
effectively.

This course aims to prepare students for further academic research or
professional practice by emphasizing both theoretical understanding and
practical application.

Learning outcomes

Upon completion of this course, students are expected to be able to:

1.

Identify and analyze both academic and professional literature related to
accounting topics, issues, or problems, enhancing their ability to discern
relevant information effectively.

Engage with high-quality academic literature, including peer-reviewed
journals and reputable textbooks, ensuring robust and informed research
output.

Perform thorough literature reviews that assess problems, research
guestions, methodologies, and conclusions, fostering a deeper
understanding of accounting research practices.

Synthesize their review findings to discuss research conclusions and
practical implications, demonstrating the ability to connect theoretical
insights with real-world applications.

Develop actionable recommendations for accounting practice, aimed at
informing managers and professionals, based on their research and
analysis.

Prerequisites

ACCT-110, ACCT-111
ACCT-210, ACCT-310

Required | NO

Course content

Introduction to the Special Topics in Accounting, an overview of
important issues (topics)

Introduction to research methodologies in Accounting
Introduction to Research Based Essay Writing

Select a Topic: Students may choose any area for their Project as long as
it relates to Accounting. The topic is expected to be relevant to
contemporary Accounting theory and practice.

Develop a Proposal after discussion with Instructor: Students should write
a proposal that identifies the key objectives, methods and resources
involved in conducting the research.

Suggested areas/topics:

Corporate Governance
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e Corporate Social Responsibility Reporting and Audit
e International Accounting and IFRS Adoption

e Forensic Accounting

e Accounting Analytics

e An Overview of Research Methods In Accounting

Teaching
methodology

FACE TO FACE

Bibliography

Required Textbooks / Readings / Resources

Selected Readings

e Alrobai, F. and Albaz, M.M., 2024. New waves in academic accounting
research: Capturing the future. International Journal of Accounting and
Management Sciences, 3(2), pp.101-107.

Abstract:

This research aims to study the current waves and trends in academic accounting
and auditing thought during the current decade, to open the way to form a
sound opinion about what future studies and research in the field of accounting
should revolve around during the next decade. The focus is on modern
applications and the impact of technology on the accounting and auditing
profession at the international level. To serve the objectives of the study, recent
studies were surveyed from 2020 until now in the leading scientific journals in
accounting to conclude modern research waves and trends. The study concluded
that data analytics, agile accounting, automation, and blockchain are among the
most important trends in contemporary accounting thought.

e Gordon, T.P. and Porter, J.C., 2009. Reading and understanding academic
research in accounting: A guide for students. Global Perspectives on
Accounting Education, 6, p.25.

Abstract:

The ability to read and understand academic research can be an important tool
for practitioners in an increasingly complex accounting and business
environment. This guide was developed to introduce students to the world of
academic research. It is not intended for PhD students or others who wish to
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perform academic research. Instead, the guide should make published academic
research more accessible and less intimidating so that future practitioners will be
able to read empirical research and profitably apply the relevant findings. The
guide begins by examining the importance of academic research for practitioners
in accounting and next reviews the basics of the research process. With that
background in place, we then give some guidelines and helpful hints for reading
and evaluating academic papers. This guide has been used for several years to
introduce master’s degree students to academic literature in an accounting
theory class. After reading this guide and seeing a demonstration presentation by
the professor, students have been able to successfully read and discuss research
findings.

e Jesson, )., and Lacey, F. (2006) How to do (or not to do) a critical literature
review. Available at:
https://publications.aston.ac.uk/id/eprint/3431/1/Jesson and lacey2006

-pdf

Further Reading:

Seminal as well as recent academic papers on the topics will be assigned to the
students.

Students will be able to access those through the University of Nicosia Library.

https://www.library.unic.ac.cy/ejournals

and also:

https://scholar.google.com (for paywalled articles you will be asked to login with
your University credentials to access the articles)

Assessment

Research Based Essay (100%)
3000 - 5000 words

The students will choose an issue that falls within the topics presented in the
syllabus and will write a research-based essay of 3000 — 5000 words under the
guidance and supervision of their instructor. The student may be required to
present their essay to the Instructor or a committee consisting of a number of
Instructors (oral examination) for assessment purposes.

Language

English




